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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 2.15
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

WATER SUPPLIES.
Ads to Charges to Goldficlds Householders.

Mr. STYANTS (on nofiee) asked the
Minister for Water Supply:

Owing to the improved financial posifion
of the Goldfields Water Supply Scheme, will
he give consideration to the following:—-

(1) Abolish water mefer rents, thus
bringing Goldfields consumers into line in
this regard with those in the metropolitan
area?

(2) Reduce the price of water to house-
holders {not business premises or mining
compenies) to a flat rate of 2s. 6d. per
thousand gallons?

(3) What would be the cost per annum
to implement the ahove proposals, respec-
tively?

The MINISTER replied:

The hon. member assumes the financial
position of the Goldfields Water Supply
accounts to have improved. On the con-
trary, the figures for the three years {quoted
hereunder) show the annual losses tn he
increasing—

1943-44 £60,555
1944-45 £77,916
1845-46 £87,702

(1) and (2) The Government is already
giving consideration to the joint gnestions
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of abolition of meter rents and reduction ir
price of water on the Goldfields.

(3) "The loss per annum if meter rent:
under the Goldfields Water Supply Schem«
are abolished will amount to approximately
£2,774. Tt is impossible to state what wil
be the cost to the State in the event of &
reduction in the price of water to house
holders on the Goldfields to a flat rate of
2s. Gd. per thousand pallons, beeause it i:
not kmown how many householders wil
qualify for rebate by prompt payment of
rates, but the approximate loss would he
something in the vicinity of £3,000,

T.B. EXAMINATIONS.
(@) As to Number and Results.

Mr. NEEDHAM (on notice) asked the
Minister representing the Minister fm
Health:

(1) What progress is being made with
the x-ray anti-T.B. examination?

(2) How many people have been x-rayed
—(a) males; (b) females?

(3) With what results?

The HONORARY MINISTER replied:

(1) Clinics have been opened at the fol-
Jowing hospitals :~—~DPerth, Fremantle, Chil:
dren’s, Kalgoorlie, Northam, Collie and
Bunbury. In Perth, Cathedral Hall has
been purchased and reconstruction and
adaptation are proceeding. Tenders have
been calted and close tomorrow for suitable
x-ray plant. Additional staff has been ap-
pointed and cthers are being sought.

(2) and (3) Information desired is nof
available.

(b} As to Infected Dairy Cows Destroyed.

Mr. NIMMO (on notice) asked the Min.
ister for Agriculture:

With respect to safegnarding the health
of children, can he supply the figures show-
ing the number of T.B. infeeted dairy cows
destroyed in the metropolitan area during
1933-1947 under Labour Governments, and
during the first four and a half months of
the present Government?

The MINISTER replied:

From Janvary, 1936, to December, 1946,
1,388 eattle were slaughtered under the pro-
visions of the Dairy Cattle Compensation
Act. Under the provisions of the Milk Aet,
since the scheme commenced in July, 436
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cattle have been slaughtered and 259 ecattle
are awaiting slaughter.

EDUCATION.

ds o Cundidutes for Scholarship
Eramination.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN (on notice) asked
the Minister for Edueation:

(1) Will any child of the required age,
whose intention to be a candidate for this
year’s scholarship examination has heen
made koown to the Education Department
within the proper time, be permiited to sit
for the examination despite failure to pass
the preliminary test which has been_given?

(2) If not, under what power ean such
children be excluded from taking the schol-
arship examination?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) The institution of a preliminary test
wag, 1 am informed, decided upon at the
beginning of this year consequent upon the
very large number of entrants last year who
failed to measure up to the standard re-
quired and the great amount of work in-
volved in eonsequence in examining papers
of candidates who clearly had no prospects
of snceess. The preliminary test was ecom-
ducted on a fifth standard basis so that no
hardship would he eansed. Any child who
missed the preliminary test through illness
or madvertence of any teacher was not ex-
cluded.

{2) It was considered that power existed
in the regulations as no restrictions were
therein as o the actual time and conduet of
the examination, but I have asked that an
amendment of the regulation he prepared to
elarify the matter so that it
tabled after preparation and gazetial.

TRAMCAR BARN.
As to Investigation for Decentralisation.

Mr, GRATIAM {on notice) asked the
Minister for Railways:

{1) Was the Commissioner of Railways or
the manager of the Tramways consulted re-
garding the appointment of the Town Plan-
ning Commissioner to investigate the decen-
tralisation of tramear barns$

(2) If so, what were their views?

(3) If not, on whose recommendation was
the appointment madef

can be.
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{4) For what reasons was a person out-
side the Tramways administration appointed
to the position?’

The MINISTER replied:

(1) to (4) Recognising that the amenities
provided for Tramway employees at the car
barn at East Perth are lamentable, and
must be rebuilt at the earliest possible date;
that further ear and trolley bus accommeo-
dation must be provided as soon as possible;
and that the rapid expansion of these ser-
vices, and their effective handling will re-
quire more than one ear barn, the Govern-
ment decided to obtain a report as to the
loeation for additional ear barns before pro-
ceeding with any building programme.

As the Town Planning Commissioner has
close knowledge of the history leading up to
the establishment of car barns in the East-
ern States capitals, and as town planning
arrangements are intimately involved with
their location, the Government decided to
instruet the Town Planning Commissioner
to proceed East and on his return to submit
a report to the Government.

MILK.
As te Treatment Licensees, Depots, Ete,

Hon. J. T. TONKIN (on notice) asked
the Minister for Apriculture:

(1) How many treatment licenses issued
by the Milk Board in the exercise of its
powers under the Milk Act are at present
eurrent ¢

(2) Have any persons or Arms in posses-
sion of a treatment license, a financial in-
terest in more than one treatment depotf

(3) Does he know of any firm in posses-
gsion of a treatment leense that is en-
deavouring to acquire other depots for which
treatment licenses bave been granted?

(4) How does he reconcile his answer to
part (3} of my question of the 19th August,
wherein be stated that the consolidation of
treatment depots was in the interests of the
people insofar as the supply of eclean milk
is concerned, with his answer on the Tth
August, in which he stated that the consoli-
dation of treatment depots was not a seheme,
or part of a scheme, for the improvement of
the supply, delivery, or distribution of milk
for consumers?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) Twenty treatment licenses were issned
under the Milk Aet for the year ended the
30th June, 1947, One further treatment
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license was approved by the board but the
issue was deferved at the request of the ap-
plicant, These licenses were issued on the
understanding that the granting of any
subsequent, treatment license was contingent
upon the holder complying with a standard
to be set. Such standard has now been set
by the hoard and was announced in “The
We-t Australian™ on the 1dth Augnst.
Applications for treatment licenses for the
vurrent year are under consideration by the
beard.

(2) Yes.

(3) Yes.

(#) I consider that the hon. member's
questions implied that the action of the Board
was implemented under Section 62 of the
Act, whereas it had the necessary power
under Section 26 of the Act to take the action
it did.

WHEAT,
As to Bulk Bin at Ravensthorpe.

Mr. NALDER (on notice) asked the Min-
ister for Agriculture:

(1) Wil] the bulk wheat bin at Ravens-

thorpe be completed in time for the coming
harvest ?

(2) What will be the capacity?
The MINISTER replied:
(1) Yes.

(2) Between thirty and forty thousand
bushels.

COLLIE COAL.

* 45 tp Price Allowance for Derelopment
Worl.

Alr. MAY (on notice) asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Mines:

[s there any allowanee made on the price

of eoal for development work? And if so,

- is the total amount allowed spent fully on
development work in the coal mines?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:

(a) In the case of Amalgamated Col-
lieries, the priea paid by the Government
cavers expenditure actually inenrred on de-
velopment.

{(b) The Griffin Company’s prices are
fised by the Commonwealth Coal Commis-
sioner and no information is available re-
parding their make-up.

[ASSEMBLY.]

DONNYBROOK STONE.

As to Use for Local House-Building.

Mr. REYNOLDS (on notiee) askéd the
Minister for Works:

(1) Does the Government intend working
the State quarries at Donnybrook?

(2) Are they at present leased?

(3) 1f se, to whom and on what terms!?

(4) What is the Housing Commission’
attitude towards using the stone for houses
in Donnybrook if it conld be supplied io
sizes suitable for handling by stonemason:
or bricklayers?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) The Government has no immediate
proposals for taking over from the present
lessees, and working the State Quarries. -

(2} There is only one good quarry—
namely, the one leased.

{3} The lessees are A. T. Brine and Son,
who held a yearly tenaney terminable by siy
months’ notice. Minimum yearly royalty
£13. Royalty rate 9d. per ton. The lease
was granted in 1041,

{4) The Honsing” Commitsion’s attitnde
towards the using of stone for houses is thal
the cost of preparation of stone in suitahle
sizes would he prohibitive and is therefore
not recommended.

KALGOORLIE HOSPITAL.

As to Intermediate Ward and Trainees.

AMr. STYANTS (on notice) asked the Min-
ister representing the Minister for Health:

(1) What are the prospeets of metting
sufficient trained staff to allow of the re-
opening of the intermediate ward at the
Kalgoorlie Hospital in the near future?

(2) How many *“schools” for trainee
nurses have been held at the Kalgoorlie Hos
pital since the tutorial classes were re-com-
menced some months ago?

{(3) How many trainees were in eack
“school™?

(4) Mow many of these trainees in eack
“school” were local yesidents?

The HONORARY MINISTER replied:
(1) Not good in the immediate future.
(2) Two.

(3) No. 1, 9; No. 2, 10,

(4) No. 1—7 from Kalgoorlie; 2 from
elsewhere. No. 2—2 from Kalpoorlie; B fron
elsewhere. A third school will commence
shortly with 12 trainees, all from elsewhere
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SERVICEMEX'S LAND SETTLEMENXNT.
As to Properties Offered, Purchased, Etc.
Mr., LESLIE (on
Minister for Lands:
{1} llow many farming properlies have
heen offered to the Government for purehase

by the Government for the War Service
Land Settlement Scheme?
(2) How many of the properties offered
have been—
- (a) recommended by the Land Pur-
chase Board for purchase;
(b} rejected by the board;

(e) are still under consideration hy the
hoard ;
(d} have been actually purchased?

notice) asked the

(3) Have all of the properties recom-
mended by the Land Purchase Board been
submitted to the Commonwealth for appro-
val? If not, how many?

(1) Of the number so submitted, how
many have been—

{2} approved by the Commonwealth?
{b) rejected by, the Commonwealth
(¢} are still under consideration?

The MINTSTER replied :
(1} 1,515,
(2) {a) 242,
(b) 405,
~  (e) 172,
(d) 111.
(3) Yes. 218 submitted; 24 in conrse of
preparation,
(4) (a) 111
(b) 33.
(c) 64,
In addition to which, 10 were with-
drawn after submission, making a total
of 218.

NATIVE ADMINISTRATION.

(a) As to Loan Funds for Expenditure.

Hon, A. A. M. COVERLEY (on notice)
asked the Minister for Native Affairs!

What was the fotal amonnt of loan money
approved and held in the loan account for
expenditure on native affairs at the 31st
Maveh, 19477

The CHIEF SECRETARY (for the
MMinister for Native Affairs) replied:

£14,222 17s, 3d.

(b) As to Sisal Hemp Production
at Settlements.

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY (on notice)
asked the Minister for Native Affairs:

{1} What aereage of sisal hemp is under,
cultivation at Tdilla Native Settlement?

(2) What acfeage of sisal hemp is under
cultivation at Moore River Settlement and

what results are being achieved at Dhoth
settlements? .
The CHIEF SECRETARY (for the

Minister for Native Affairs} replied:

(1) Approximately three acres,

(2)-(a) None. An experimental plot of
one acre has been seleeted and it is antiei-
pated that this will be planted within the
next few weeks,

{b} The experimental plot at Udilla
+Native Setilement has not heen in existenve
for sufficient time to enable any definite re-
sunlts te bo obtained.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Eighth Day.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

MR, STYANTS (Kalgoorlie) [2.28]:
May 1, with other members, congratulate
you, Mr. Speaker, upon your elevalion to
the highest position that this Assembly has
to offer. I feel certain that al your hands
every member will receive the treatment he
merits and that, to the extent of estab-
lished precedent and custom demanded by
this House, you' will be strictly impartial
in vour dealings with all members, I have
also to congratulate the member for York
upon his appointment to the onerous posi-
tion of Chairmon of Committees, and T am
sure that with his all-round ability,*he will
fill that office with great eredit.

At the outset of my remarks, I wish to
express my deep regret at the untimely
death of the former member for Sussex,
Mr. Willmott. With the new member for
that electorate, I should like to endorse the
sentiment that we very mneh regret the cir-
cumstances which made his presence pos-
sible in this House, although, of course, we
are quite pleased to sce the new member
amongst us. During the time we were
travelling through the country last year and
the year before with two Royal Commis-

+ sions, of which Mr. Willmott and I were
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members, T got to know him particularly
well and to recognise his sterling quali-
ties. It ean be said honestly, sincerely and
truthfully of the late member that he never
willingly, by word or deed, injured man,
woman or child. 1le was what I would call
one of Nature’s gentlemen. He had a won-
derful philosophy, which could be summed
up in a few words. He believed that if
one could not speak well of a person, one
shonld not speak of him at all, Nature had
not been very kind to him as far as his
health was concerned, and the only redeem-
ing feature abouf it was that his fatal ill-
ness did not last a great length of time and
he did not have much physical suffering.
His sunny personality, his keen wit and
humounr, will be missed by all members of
thia Chamber.

-

I listened carefully, sometimes with a
certain amount of amusement to the re-
criminations in this Chamber about elee-
tion propaganda. I heard charges and
counter-charges made with respect to it,
but T am one of those who believe that at
election time some privilege and latitude
should be extended to the memhers of all
Parties. T may perhaps go to the extent of
saving that a certain amount of exagwera-
tion should be permitted. Tt is the one time
in three years when a member has an op-
portunity, to use a colloquialism, to blow his
own trumpet. If he does not do so, the
people in the community who do not take
sufficient interest in the publie life of the
State and in the performance of their mem-
bers will not he able to assess the value of
their work durine their term of offiee. As
far as T can see, with one or two exeep-
tions there was nothing mueh to eavil al:nut
in the eleetion propaganda.

One pamphlet, however, I think went to
the extent of misrepresentation. That is
something whieh should not be permitted
at election time. The pamphlet stated that
the previons Government had not provided
any transport, any hospitals or schools.
That type of statement in my apinion comes
under the category of distortion and ex-
agzeratinn. But most people think for
themselves and would assess such distor-
tion and exagperntion at their face valune.
What T dn think was deliberaie misrepre-
sentation was a pamphlet telling the peaple
that the Tahour Government was goine to
increase freights and fares and the cost of
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tobaceo, cigarettes, clothing and other com-
modities, An  anticipation of that
kind is sheer misrepresentation, because
never at any time did the previous
(iovernment indieate that it intended to
raise either road freights or rail freiphts;
neither did it have any contro] over the rais-
ing of the prices of the other commodities.
The statewent was all-embracing; the Gov-
ernment was going to get the housewife in,
the smoker in, the traveller that used our
transport, hoth road and rail. Tt was a vote-
catehing device and distinetly unfair, be-
eanse it was about something that had not
taken place and something else that was
only anticipated.

1 was a little alarmed when the Attorney
Generz]l, a man to whom 1 am indebted for
much advice, both of a legal and Parliamen-
tary nature, said by way of interjection one
night that he would dig up some of the stuff
we put up, A short time afterwards he
left his seat. Anticipating that he had gone
to search his dossier—and I know he has a
very extensive one, as I have on varicus
oceasions participated n the knowledge
stored there—I felt some trepidation when
he returned to the Chamber. I understand,
however, on very good authority, that des-
pite his search and an appeal which he made
to the war office of his Par{y the next day,
the secretary was not able to dig up any-
thing more ineriminating against the elee-
tien propaganda of the State Labour Party
than something which happened last year,
the photographing of what was alleged to
he a speaker's notes in the Federal election,
something over which the State Government
had no eontrol whatever. The Attorney Gen-
eral designated this as a forgery. There is
a law agoinst forgery in this country and
1 cannot imagine the Liberal Party missing
an opportunity to proserute those who were
responsible for making that document pub-
lie, if in aectual fact it were o forgery. T
did not see the document, but I am very
pleased that after such an exhaustive search
the most ineriminating thing that eonld hbe
charged against the State Labour Party was
something with which it had nothing to
do and which harked back to the Federal
election of last year.

The member for York disposed of the
election propaganda by a general aceusa-
tion that the Labour Party was the worst
offender of the two, bnt he did not give
any details. Tt is quite stmple to lay a gen-
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eral eharge, but that does not earry the
sume weight as a specific charge, because
the latter would give members an opportun-
ity to know exactly what is heing referred
to. The way in which the member for Irwin-
Moore disposed of the matter was simplicity
in itself. Ie ~aid in effect that in all sports a
code of rules was laid down fo govern the
sport, and if you had an opponent and hap-
pened to foul him and also to break every
rule governing the sport, and a protest is
made to the judge afterwards, the way to
overcome the difticulty is to question his good
sportsmanship. I do not think that carries
much weight either. I frequently read in
the Press about protests which have been
made agninst the conduct of contestants in
various sports and there has been no ques-
tion of the sportsmanship of the person who
made the protest. In most instanees the
protests were well grounded and justified by
the attitnde and the eonduct of the oppon-
ent. Very definite and elaborate promises
have been made hy the Government to the
people of the State. 1 fee] sure the mem-
bers of the Government wi]l not be so thin-
skinned as to get annoyed or take umbrage
if the members of the Opposition draw their
attention to the fact that they have not ful-
filled those promises.

[ did not intend fo touch on the question
of the 40-hour week but for the fact that
other members introduced the subjeet. In
my opinion, this ease is sub judice. It is
being considered on its merits by the courts
of this country, and I understand that when
a matter is on trial and under consideration
it should not be discussed either in the Leg-
ixlative halls or' elsewhere. But as it has
been discussed, I propose to say that in my
opinion the arguments adduced against it
are the stock-in-trade objections that have
heen raised against the reduction of hours
.ever since we have had industries in Aus-
tralin. Members opposite say that the ‘time
is not opportune. So far as they are con-
cerned the time has never been opportune.
Even when half of our workers were unem-
ployed, when they were living on sustenance
and were working only a short period in
cach week, there was just the same objection
to a reduction in the number of hours as
15 voived today. I am not anticipating an
adverse decision hy the Commonwealth Ar-
bitration Court on this matter, but assum-
ing that the decision is adverse, I would
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suggest that a reduction of hours will have
to he brought about within & very short
period.

At present we know that as a resvlt of six
years of war, all commodities are in short
supply. The demand is much greater than
the deliveries. But with the mechanisation of
industry, within a very short period of
years we will find that so many goods will
be predueed that the supply will have over-
taken the demand and, indeed, that goods
will be over supplied to such an extent that
either a reduction of hours in the working
week will have to be agreed to, in order that
all the people may be employed, or the same
thing will oecur as occurred in the years 1130
to 193%—when G0 per cent. of the people
were in employment and 40 per cent. were
receiving the dole—becanse there will be
insufficient work for them.

I want lo congratulate the new member
for Trwin-Moore on his speech. I thought it
was an excellent effort. There is no doubt
that he has a thorough knowledge of the
subjects with which he dealt and he touched
upon them in ihe manner of a veleran.
While I do not disagree with what he said,
1 believe he told only part of the story of
the price of wheat. I do not know whether
the hon. member knew the other facts of
the case and, knowing them, decided for
diplomaey's sake nol to mention them. If
he did, he is one of those advocates who be-
lieve that when one says anything one must
always be certain that whai is said are
faets, but not necessarily all the facts. He
said that over & certain period+—the depres-
sion period—when the oversea market was
insufficient fo provide a reasonable price for
wheat, the people of Australia had been
levied for a home econsumption price that
would at least be sufficieni to keep farmers
on their properties. Then he went on to
tell ns of the amount that had been with-
held—he elaimed, unfairly—since the world
parity price had risen to such an extent.
I am not in a position to deny that.

Let me say that I am not one who be-
grudpes the farmer anything he can get.

was reared on a farm in this Sfate at a
time when modern invention had not done
away with isolation and hardship an farms
to the extent that has been achieved today,
and T have a keen appreciation and admira-
tion of those who go into the virgin bush
and blaze a home and property out of it for
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themselves. I do not begrudge them any-
thing they .get; but it must be remembered
that as a result of the advent of motor
transport, wireless and the telephone, the
isolation, hardship and drudgery that exist-
ed when I was a boy endeavouring to get a
living out of the soil do not now exist. The
hon. member did not mention that one of
the chief ingredients in raising wheat is
super and that the Commonwealth Govern-
ment is subsidising super to the extent of
£3 a ton.

I have taken out some figures concerning
super, They were supplied to the Qutports
Roya! Commission by the manager of
Cuming Smith. In order that no charge
would be made that the war years were not
a fair period on which to make an estimate
of the amount of super used, I have taken
the period from 1930 to 1939, the decade
prior to the war. "We find that the average
that was produced and sent out from the
three super works in this State was:—Met-
ropolitan works, 167,000 tons per year;
Gergldton, 21,000 tons; and Picton, 36,000
tons; or a fotal of 224,000 tons from the
thréde works. I fonnd out on making in-
¢gniries at the Railway- Department today,
that those fignres would be a pretty fair
estimate of the amounnt of sauper that is
being taken out from the wvarions works
now. The department gave me the quan-
tities taken ont over the last three years,
as follows:—1945: 171,000 tons; 1946:
230,000 tons; and 1947: 196,000 tons. In
each rcase the figures were for the year
ended in June. So the two sets of fizures
are fairly Approximate.

If we allow a subsidy of £3 per ton, we
find that annually the wheat farmer is get-
ting a honus of £672,000 in regard to super.
Fizures taken from the Commonwenlth Year
RBook indicate that the wheat production of
Western Australia is approximately one-
titth of that of the Commonwcalth, If we
wultiply £672,000 by five, we find that there
in @& yearly subsidy on super of £3,360,000.
Multiply that by ten vears, and we have a
subsidy of €33,600,000.

Mr., Ackland: How much did the wheat-
orower oot ?
Mr, STYANTS: The greater part of it.

The Mini~ter for Railways: He does not
pet any.
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Mr. STYANTS: If the wheatgrower does
not get it, the kindred industries of wool-
growing and cattle-raising do. If the super
is not used in wheatgrowing, it is used in
pasture growing and the figure quoted still
represents benefit gained by farmers of this
State.

Hon. N. Keenan: Can you tell us for
what years that subsidy was paid?

Mr. STYANTS: I know that it has been
paid since the Japanese captured Nauru
and it is still in existence.

Hon, W. D. Johnson: That was about

1940,
Mr. STYANTS: Yes,
The Minister for Education: The

Japanese did not eapture Nauru in 1940.

Mr. STYANTS: I want also to deal with
the concession freight alfowed by the Rail-
way Department on saper. Tha{ rate is a
flat one of 2s. a ton and a farthing a ton
per mile in addition. The average works
out at .54d. a ton per mile. The
average ‘haulage cost to the Railway
Department is 1.74d, per ton per mile.
So it can be seen, using the figure of .54d.
per ton per mile against the average cost of
1.744., that there is an actual loss of about
1%d. a ton a imile in the earting of super-
phosphate. But, bearing in mind that prob-
ably the carting of superphosphate would not
involve the average eost of 1.74d., because it
would be a compact freight, loaded in full
truck loads and hauled in full trainloads,
I have deducted 14d. a ton a mile, Taking
an average haul of 150 miles, which wounld
be conservative, and a loss of 1d. a tom
a mile on superphosphate, we find that
the Railway Department has actuaily been
losing 12s. 6d. on that cartage. Therefore,
on a total of 224,000 tons for the vyear,
a loss of 12s. 6d. a ton would amount to
£140,000 that the Railway Department is
actually lesing annually on the haulage of
superphosphate to the farming and pastoral
interests of this State; or, over a ten-yenr
period, an amount of £1,400,000,

I have also looked up the costs of carting
superphosphate on the ofther railway sys-
tems of Anstralia, and I find without excep-
tion, that the rate in Western Australia is
the lowest. I have again taken an avegage
hau}! of 150 miles. In Western Australia,
it is 5s. 2d. a ton, which is not a profitable
rate; there is a considerable loss. On the
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Commonwealth railway it is 11s. 2d., which
is practically 100 per cent. more than in this
State. In South Australia it is 13s. 11d.
per ton, which is getting up to what I say
is a payable basis. In Vietoria, it is Ts,
which is 30 per cent. more than here, and
in New South Wales it is 6s. 8d., or 20 per
cent. more than in this State. In addition,
we know that last year, and this year too,
the railways were unable to provide haulage
for the superpbosphate, and we had to pay

a subsidy up to 22s, 6d. a ton for road trans-

port.

I went into the question of comparative
charges for haulage of wheat in this State
and the Eastern Sfates and I found, again
taking the 150-mile bhasis, that the figures
were as follows :—Western Australia, 12s. 64.
a ton; Commonwealth, 13s. 10d.; South Aus-
{ralia, 15s. 1d.; Victoria, 12s, 2d.; and New
South Wales, 14s. 3d. With the exception
of Vietoria, Western Australia provides the
lowest freight for wheat. The average
amount reeeived for the haunlage of wheat is
1.41d. per ton mile, and the average haulage
cost for all goods in this State is 1.74d. per
ton mile. I believe, despite that, that we would
find a profit is made on the haulage of wheat
becanse again we have got full trucks and
compact loads, and the actual cost would be
less than that which would apply to mis-
cellaneous cargoes. Although the average
amount received for the haulage of wheat is
1.41d. per ton per mile, the rate for second
class goods is 6.91d. per ton per mile. The
voluine of wheat hauled by the railways con-
stitutes 27.65 per ecent. of the total ton-
nage hanled by our railways, and it is hanled
at considerably less than the average ecost
of moving other commodities.

I also went into the question of freight
on agricultural machinery, and in comparing

our costs with those of the Eastern States I°

found again that, with the exception of
New South Wales, the freight is less here
than in any other State. It is the same with
wool, except that in that case the Common-
wealth ratlway system was the only one that
earried wool at a lesser rate, for 150 niiles,
than Western Australia. Vietoria is the only
State to charge a lesser freight rate for
chaff than Western Australia. 8o, members
van see that certain concessions must be set
off against the adverse monetary position so
ably outlined by the member for Irwin-
Moore the other night when putting up his
case for the wheatgrowers and pastoralists
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of this State. It must also be remembered
that Australia has a great oversga loan in-
debtedness. For the purpose of assisting
the primary producer, we permit the opera-
tion of an adverse exchange rate of 25 per
cent. :

The Minister for Railways: We have ne
optiom

Mr. STYANTS: The people of Ausiralia
have to find that. I heard the Treasurer on
on¢ gccasion say—and the finanecial state-
ments bear this out, too—that it takes 47
per cent. of the income of this Government
to meet its oversea indebtedness. One gets
some idea of the millions of money that have
to leave this country to meef interest on
oversea loams. The people of Australia are
paying 25 per cent. in addition for the bene-
fit of the primary producers. 1 have no
objection to that, but when we are summing
up the benefits being conferred by any par-
ticular industry on the taxpayers, it is as
well to consider the concessions being given
hy the taxpayers to that industry.

T feel that perhaps the member for Irwin-
Moore was suffering under what I have
found to exist to a large extent amongst
wheat farmers, namely, a persecution com-
plex. T helieve, however, that if the wheat-
growers knew all the facts they would tea-
lise that, apart from the actual cash veturn
they are getting for their eommodities, the
taxpayer of Australia is giving them a cer-
fain amount of assistance. 1 think the hon.
member put up a particularly good ecase,
from his point of view, but he stated only =
portion of the faets, and a portion ecan, in
some cases, be very misleading.

AMr. Ackland: Like you are doing now.

My, STYANTS: The hon. member will
prohably have an opportunity of showing
the fallacies in my remarks. The other
matter T want te deal with is a partieular
fetish of mine; it is the question of homes.
We have always had, not enly in this State
hut in Australin, a shortage of homes. Be-
eause of the six vears of war, when little or
nothing was done in the way of building
hames in any State, with the exeoption of
South Australia which broke away from its
honourable agreement with the Commeon-
wealth Government not fo participate in any
large schemes absorbing employment, out-
sile of the requirements for the defence
of the country, very few homes have been
built in Australia. The position has been
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particularly accentuated by the six years
of war. I believe the housing position
is now more acute than at any other time
in our history. I know that because of
the cramped and crowded conditions in
many homes in this State a great number
‘of friendships, which under ordinnry cir-
cumstances would have lasted for a lifetime,
are heing roined. There is a lot of unhap-
piness being caused among families, throngh
in-laws living together, 1t is an undesirable
state of affairs and I helieve that if we could
sum up the total of human unhappiness re-
sulting from the housing shertage it would
be rolossal.

On reading the newspapers I am led to
believe, in the case of both Commonwealth
and State Governments, that though scores
of targets have heen set few bulls’ eyes
have heen seored. The results, up to date,
have been more in the category of magpies
than of bulls’ eyes. The Acting Premier is
reported in the Press as having told the
C.D.L. conference that the position is im-
proving. e may have some knowledge
that 1 have not, but from my observations 1
would say the position is deteriorating and
has been deteriorating for the last six or
seven years. The Acting Premier may have
knowledge of facts not in my possession, or
he may he like the boy who whistled in the
dark to preserve his self-nssgrance. I will
quote some cases of where I have endeavour-
ed to get homes for prople in necessitons
cireumstances, and will outline the position
as T see it.

We should fuce the cold facts of the case,
that not only are we not building suflicient
homes to overtake the arrears—which were
estimated &t up to 10,000 homes when haosti-
lities ceased a couple of years ago—hut we
are not even keeping up with the current
demand. To substantiate that statement I
wounld point ont that, in answer to a question
asked a few days ago, the Minister in eharge
of the State Housing Commission said that
for the 12-months ended June, 1947, a total
of 1,700 houses had been completed in this
State. On looking up the register of mar-
riages I found that 4,800 marriages took
place in that period. It is reasonable to as-
sume that the majority of those young
couples would, nnder normal citeumstanees,
require homes, and it is desirable from every
angle that they should be able to live in
homes of their own. That is so not only
from the population angle, but to promote
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their happiness, peace of mind and content-
ment, and to give the men a stake in the
country. Nothing is more conducive to the
impressing on & man of his responsibility
and his stake in the country than having a
home of his own—either fotally his own
property or in the course of purchase by
him. From all angles it can be said to be
desirable that each of those young couples
should be in a position to live in their own
home. )

I will deal now with a matter arising out
of a question that I asked the Premier a
week or two apo in relation to the Govern-
ment's election promise to provide homes for
young marvied conples and two-unit families.
Not only was that the election promise of
the Premicr, but the aeting Premier always
tfavoured that policy when in Opposition,
and I have no doubt he iz still of the same
opinion, though he may not be able to imple-
ment it, and probably finds it more difficult
now that he is on the Ministerial side of the
House than when he was in Opposition, T
recall his making an appeal to the Govern-
ment last session, when he was Leader of the
Opposition, to give to those young married
couples—especially those with finanee of
their own, very often accumulated at great
sacrifice to themselves—consideration in the
matter of permits fo build. 1 was pleased
to find my mind running along the same
lines, because 1 have always advoecated that
poliey.

I think it is in many instances unfair that
couples married during or prior to the war,
where the husband went into the Forces and
the wife either into the Forces or other em-
plovment, should not he allowed to build.
Such couples set ahout providing for their
future, saving up in order to accumulate
suflicient money to obtain homes of their
own when hostilities ceased, hut now those
with larger families, who often had equal or
hetter opportunity to provide homes for
themselves before the war, receive prefer-
cnce, They are given an absolute prefer-
ence, while the young married couples are
completely ostracised. I am extremely
sorry that the Premier has not been able to
implement his election promise in relation
to two-unit families.

T can quote the case of an elderly couple
who were among those that took the hrunt
of the early days on the Goldfields. They
are now hoth well up in yeary. The wife's
health broke down and the doctor gave her a
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certificate saying that she had to move to a
coastal area. She asked me what her
chanees were and I said, “Now that there
has been a change of Government I think
you will have & chance of building a small
home at the coast.” She selected Esperance,
and sent in the doctor’s certificate, showing
that she was compelled to get away from
the Goldfield’s c¢limate, together with the
plans and specifications neeessary for a
modest home. The home was to consist of
one room, measuring 14 ft. by 20 ft., with a
verandah. [ received nofiee back from the
State Housing Commission that, because
only two persons were to be housed, the
permit had been refused.

Bearing in mind the Premier’s promise—
I krnow it was genuine and that he intended
to carry it out if possible—I decided to go
over the head of the State Housing Com-
mission, and appealed to the Premier, who
is in charge of that department. After a
lapse of cight or nine weeks I received in
reply a letter endorsing the action of the
State Housing Commission hecause there
were only two people to be housed. It also
pointed ont that the provision of a doctor’s
vertifiente meant practically nothing, because
it medical certificates were taken intfo
account in such ecases it would not be pos-
sible to provide sufficient homes for all those
who would he able to obtain such certificates.
I do not know whether the Premier and the
officials of the State Housing Commission
think that the integrity of doctors can be
nullified with the payment of a fee of 10s,
6d., representing the cost of a medical eerfi-
ficate, or whether people who have broken
- down in health are not to be given any con-
sideration because, after rearing a family,
they are just two old people back where
they started and are now merely Darby and
Joan.

The Minister for Edueation: Unfor-
tunately there is a great number in poor
health. :

Mr, STYANTS: That is so.

The Minister for Edueation: It is not a
question of the health certifieate but of the
large pumber in such cireumstances.

Mr. STYANTS: I want to proceed with
the story to indicate what happened in con-
sequence of intervention by the Premier,
There has been a great deal of satisfaction
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tion on the Goldfields with regard to the
Workers' Homes Board and, in view of the
circumstances surrounding the ease I am
mentoning, I approached the Premier with
a request that he should send some of the
Housing Commission officials to the fields.
In due course the secretary, the officer in
charge of the issuing of permiis and the
materials officer proceeded to Kalgoorlie and
the Premier asked me to make arrangements
for the old couple to see the secretary, Mr.
Bond, with a view to ascerfaining whether
some arrangement could not be reached. In
the meantime, after the rebuff from. the
Housing Commission the old people sue-
ceeded in purchasing some sceond-hand
material in the form of an old house at
Laverton. After discussing the position
with the secretary, the Premier notified me
that he was prepared to instruet the State
Housing Commission that the old couple
should be issued with a permit enabliny
them to purchase a very limited quantity of
new material for their one-roomed shaek at
Esperance. 1 certainly hope that a mare
liberal view will be taken of the nceds of
two-unit families than was disclosed in this
partienlar instanee.

I desire to revert to & complaint I have
advanced in this House .on more than one
oceasion. [ refer to the number of houses
built in the metropolitan area compared
with those eveeted in country distriets. 1t
must be borne in mind that the population
outside the metropolitan area represents
about half that of the whole State and yet
we find there are about three times the num-
her of State-Commonwealth rental houses
being built in the metropolis than there are
in the rural areas. That is-wrong from
many points of view. The country people
have just as mueh right to participate in.
the cheap rentals and the extra housing
accommodation provided by that scheme ax
have the people in the city. TFrom the point
of view of decentralisation, it has evorything
to commend it. I have beside me a eutting
from “The West Australian" published one
day this week indicating that from the in-
eeption of the Commonwealth-State rental
housing scheme to this year, 920 houses have
been eompleted and ceeupied. Of these 702
had been completed in the metropolitan area
as against 218 in the country distriets. The
particnlars also showed that in the metro-
politan area 512 houses were under eonstruc-
tion and in the rural areas only 133,
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I raised this issue when I was sitting om
ihe ministerial side of the House and I still
say snch a state of affairs is wrong from
every point of view. It is wrong from the
point of view of the claim that country
prople, representing half the population of
the Htate, should receive adequate consideta-
tion and, as I indicated earlier, it is wrong
from the standpeint of decentralisation.
There is plenty of work available in the
rural aveas, but people will not go there he-
cause ol the lack of housing accommodation.
People arve eertainly not anxious to go out-
hack while housing can be provided in ahun-
dance in the metropolitan area. I hope that
the provision of homes will at least be on a
fifty-tifty hasis and that the same will appiy
to the issuing of the permits hy the State
Housing Commission.

Last week [ asked a question regarding
the numher of permits that had been issued
during the months of May, June and July,
for the constraction of houses involving the
use of hricks. I had a special reason for
taking that action, and I was told that in
May six had been issued, in June, I4 and in
July, 21.  On the othér hand T had been
told by one of the highest efficials of the
State Housing Commission that there had
been mno permits issued since April for
dwellings involving the use of bricks, be-
cause they had issued excess permits requir-
tng 10,000,000 hricks. Thus it woenld ap-
pear that a representative of the people, in
the shape of myself, has not been given cor-
rect information by an official of the State
Housing Commission. The Acting Premier
has said that the pesition is improving, hut
[ have my doubts about that. I will give
particulars of two or three of the many
enses | have on hand, and I would like to bhe
informed as to what were the nceessitous
_elreumstanees of the six people in May, of
the 14 in June and the 21 in July, that en-
abled them to secure permits, because I have
a case that merits special consideration hut
for which a permit has not been issned.

Mr. Yates: A number of those may have
been T.B. cases.

Mr. STYANTS: I have one case of a man
who is a returned soldier and served in the
1914-18 war. His Trealth has been impaired
as A result of his service oversea to such an

extent that he finds it necessary to go to the

Hollywood Repatviation Hospital very fre-
quently. When the recent hostilities broke
out, the old war spirit was aroused in him
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and he volunteered. He was accepted for
home defence and routine military work so
as to enahle the Forces oversea to be fully
maintained und equipped. He has gnite a
nice home at Vietoria Park and when he wax
acecpted for service he let it to a tenant.
When in due course he was diseharged from
the Army he found that the tenant in his
house was a returned soldier and was a pro-
teeted person hecause he had been oversea.
(‘onszequently this sick returned soldier was
himself unahble to occupy his own home, and
he is living in an old disused asbestos shop.
The returned soldiey who is living in his
home has one of his own at Maylands but
he cannot obtain possession of it because
the tenant there is also a protected person,
heing n returned soldier with oversea ser-
vice. .

For the sake of the soldier whose health
has been impaired by his war service, 1 saw
the man who was living in the third bome and
found he has ample funds to enable him to
erect a home and he certainly does not want
any Government assistance. If he could get
2 permit, enabling him te build a house he
would he prepared to vacate the one he is
oceupying, and the owner would be able to
restme occupation of it. The man whose
health is impaired and has to go to Holly-
wood frequently for treatment would be able
to get into his home at Victorta Park. Thus
if 2 permit could be issued in the case 1 have
mentiened, three families would be provided
with their own homes. I went to the extent
of appealing to the chairman of the Biate
Housing Commission to see whether some
special concession could not be extended to
thiz particular man, but T was informed that
as the number of permits had been ovey-
drawn involving the nse of so many bricks,
such consideration could not be extended, If
what T have described is not an exceptional
case, I do not know what would be regarded
as one, -

Then there is another instanee of a man
who has a very sick child that has heen in
hospital for a very long period. He is able
to finance the building of a home for hirm-
self but he e¢annot secure the necessary
permit. He has three children inecluding the
one that has heen in hospital for a long time.
He has a doctor’s certificate to the effect that
when the child ultimately leaves hospital, it
must be housed under favourable conditions
if its health is to be improved. Beeause he
has not been able to secure the permit, this
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man, his wife and three ¢hildren are separ-
ated. They are living in two different places
becanse they cannot get aceommodation to-
gether. I say that that is a necessitous case,
I have also the case of a war widow, a woman
whoste husband went west at Singapore, a
member of the 2/41st machine-gun section.
She has three chilidren, She made application
for a war service home and was told she had
quite a good case, but it would take at least
two years to get a home. Yet she is a widow
with three depeundent hoys.

The Chief Seerctary: That would be a
('ommonwealth matter, would it not!?

Mr. STYANTS: Yes, but it is a matter of
shortage of homes just the same. I under-
stund that the State Housing Commission has
the supervision. As a matter of fact I know
the man in charge of war service homes who,
1 believe, is prineipal draughtsman fo the
Stute Housing Commission. All this shows
that the housing position has not improved.
The widow then derided that she could finance
o home if she could get a permit to build,
and the home she desired would not have in-
volved the use of bricks. She is a sensible
type of woman who has taken care of her
money, and she wanted a modest home of
weatherboard and asbestos. But she has not
been able to get a permit from the Hounsing
Clommission to bmild even a home of that sort.

Yet we read from time to time in the news-
papers reams of fizures to show the number
of homes being built. Of course, if one keeps
repeating figures either in the newspaper or
to oneself and multiplying them over and
overazain, one is apt to reach a frame of mind
to believe that the position is improving. Pos-
sibly o similar atmosphere is being ereated to
that being created in the Press campaign
about getting eargoes from the Eastern States
during the last few months. Yet, the answers
given to the question asked by the member for

last Perth showed that in January, February
and March of this year abont 10,000

tons of goods eanle here from fhe
Eastern States in  excess of the total
during  April, May and June. Pos-

sibly the same technique is being employ-
ed—getting plenty of figures into the news-
papers to delude the people who are net in
need of a home that the position is improv-
ing. But people living under unfavourable
conditions cannot be deluded all the time;
sooner or later they will raise a ery.

[14)
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Housing i3 the most urgent problem the
Government bas on its bands. That state-
meni was made by the member for Canning
and I agree with him. Despite every effort
on the part of the present Government to
improve the position, it has not been able
to achieve anything more than the previous
Government. Members will recall that after
the capitulation of Germany, when the out-
look in the Pgzeific improved to such an o¢x-
tent that the Americans said in so many words

" that they were able fo hundie the pusition

there, the previous Government released 300
workers from the services so that they eould
go back to the timber industry. After the
cesyntion of hostiflities, the Government em-
prloyed every available person that would
go info the timber industry and took every
skilled artison available for the bauilding of
homes in the hope of overtaking the eurrent
demands fer homes. The present Govern-
ment eannot do auny more.

The situation is a most difficult one. Neot
only in Western Australin is there a shortage
of homes; a similar shortage prevails
throughout Australia and in all parts of the
world, and is a classical example of what
happens, when, for six years, countries cease
to produce for current needs and blow their
substanee away in smoke for defenee or
other reasons. I sincerely hope that the
Government will be able to improve the
position, because 1 know that the sum of
poman uwnbappiness prevailing is colossal.
The privations and the deploruble condition
in which many of our people are living are
heart-breaking.

T regret that the member for Geraldion js
not in his seat at the moment, becanse 1 pro-
pose to criticise some of the statements he
made vesterday and my criticism moy, in a
measure, reflect upon his sinecerity. The
hon. member made some very nasty and pro-
vocative' statements, and uttered them in a
very acrimonious tone. He misconstrued
remarks that had heen made by the member
for Collie regarding the working conditions
of the Collie miners. The member for
Collie—I am speaking from memory—said
the miners were working under depiorable
conditions and that the amenitie# were de-
plorable. The member for Geraldton got on
to the sob-stuff and asked why the Labour
Government in previous years had not pro-
tected the miners. When the hon. member
was asked what the accident mortality rate
wag, he had not the vaguest idea. He conld

-
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not even tell us whether the rate had in-
creased or deereased over the years.

I have been down mines in Coliie. Be-
fore going down, my idea of a coalmine was
8 spacious tunnel, well-lighted, with the
sides white-wnshed to intensify the lighting.
I had seen moving piectures of underground
stables for the pit ponies, places clean
enough for the average person to eat his erib
in. But when I went below, I saw nothing
but a pitech black tunnel, in some parts a
mile or a mile-and-a-quarter from the pit
mouth, and not a light to assist the men go-
ing down or returning. Several times, to
my discomfiture, I found that the height of
the tunnel was insufficient to allow a man to
wulk upright. It was fortunate for me that

* 1 was wearing a crash helmet; for I knock-
ed my head on the supports several times.
‘When the amenities provided for the toal-
miners are compared with those provided
for the miners on the Golden Mile, there is
no exaggeration in the statement of the
member for Collie that they are deplorable.
They are certainly not in the same street..

The member for @Geraldton asked why the
Labour Government had not improved con-
ditions there. The hon. member knows as
well as I do why they have not heen im-
proved to a great extent. The reasons are that
the attempt made by the Labour Govern-
ment and this House to improve the condi-
tions have been stood aside by another place,
a House eleeied on a most undemocratic
franchise, a property franchise, the roll for
which econsists of only one-third of the
people, while only about one-third of those
eligible to vofe do so. The member for
Geraldton graced another place with his
presence for a great number of years as one
of the members for the Central Province.
As & test of the sincerity of the member for
Geraldton, in his solicitude for the coal-
miners, 1 decided to ascertain how he cast
his vote on two measures that had been sent
to another place from this Chamber during
recent years. One of the measures was the
Coal Mine Workers (Pensions) Bill. The
member for Geraldton, who now professes
so much solicitude for the welfare of the
miners at Collie, voted against the second
reading of the measure.

Mr. May: Shame!

Mr. STYANTS: The other measure dealt
with coal production. It was brought for-
ward last session and the member for Gerald-
ton cast a silent vote against it. He did not

‘reach the Committee stage.
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speak to the measure, but voted against the
second reading. HKven if he did not approve
of the clauses dealing with coal production,
the Bill contained wany other clansks pro-
viding for additional amenities for the
miners, and the hon, member did not think it
even worth while to vote for the second
reading. He considered that it was not
worth while to discuss those clauses which
had for their objective the hetterment of the
conditions of the miners. The Bill did not
The hon. mem-
ber said some most extraordinary things in
connection wilh miners’ pensions. I do not
want to misquote him, and for that reason 1
have turned up what he actually said on the
Coal Mine Workers (Pensions) Biil. For-
tunately for the ecoalminers there was a
majority in another place anore modern-
minded than was the member for Geraldton,
as that measure was passed, I quote from
“Hansard,” 1943, page 994. This is what
the member for Geraldton said—

The information given by Sir Hal Cole-
batech and Mr. Parker cannot be ignored. Mr,
Parker quoted figures which 1 have since for-
gotten, but they were contained in the Report
of the Royal Commissioner, Dr. Herman, who
inguired inte this industry. No matter hew
sympathetically inclined one might be towards
the very fine spirit which envisages a pensiony
scheme for the men engaged in unpleasant
work, as the coulminers are, I still feel we
must do our duty te the people as n whole,
and that, when we have the report of a mun
sn well qualified as Dr. Herman, who went intn
the ramifications of the industry, this Parlia-
ment would not be justified in passing a nien-
sure such as this, The statements made by
members last week when diseussing this Bill,
that pensions are granted to judges and eivil
servants, are like the flowers that bloom in
the spring—they have nething to de with the
case.

Probahly the member for Geraldton, as an
ex-civil servant, could not connect up the
granting of pensions to ppople who work
possibly 38 hours per week in most con-
genial cireumstances with the granting of
pensions to men who toil in the bowels of
the earth and spend most of their time in
darkness.

Mr. Marshall: They never see the sunlight.

Mr. STYANTS: They are shut out from
God’s sunlight during their working hours;
and in the winter it is almost dark when
they go into the pit and it is verging on
darkness when they come out. I do not
object to the granting of’ pensmns to eivil
servants. I am a believer in pensions.
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Every man and woman who, through ill-
health, invalidity or old-age, eannot work,
shonld receive a pension. The hon. member
thinks it quite right that judges.and civil
servants should receive pensions, but not the
men who go into the bowels of the carth to
mine the coal to enable industries to be car-
ried on.

Hen. E. H. H. Hall: I have seen the light
since then.

Hon. A. H, Panton: The £ s. d. light.

Mr. STYANTS: In 1946, only last year,
when the Bill relating to coal production
was before another place, he voted against
the second reading of the measure, so he
must have seen the light only since he
retired from the august Chamber which he
graced for so many years. He went on to
say—I am quoting from the same volume of
“Hansard”—

I am not qualified to speak on this subject,
but Dr, Hislop, who is mot in the Chamber at
the moment, said that the discases suffered by
goldminers were mueh more serious and pre-
velent than those suffered by coalminers.

He is working one off against the other, if
he can. Continuning—

Let us compare the conditions under which
these two sets of miners work. As a matter
of fact, they are not to be compared. The
conlminer has conditions much prefernble to
those of the goldmiuer.

As T said, the member for Geraldton is an
ex-civil servant and for a great number of
years he sat pretty as a member of the
Legislative Council of this State. His know-
ledge of the conditions of either the gold-
miner or the coalminer would be simply a
nodding acquaintance. The hon. member
continned— :

I would like to say also that the Collie
coalficld had been going for some years, aud
I think Mr, Miles ja entitled to commendation
for hia statement, which the Royal Commis-
sioner’s findings substantiate, that there war
an unholy alliance between the mine owners
and the mine workers.

Mr. Miles is another person who has graced
a seat in another place. The member tor
Geraldton continued—

For many ycars the people of Western Aus-
tralia had to pay a much higher price for
Collie coal than was actually necesgary. True,
we would rather pay a higher price for a local
product than have to rely on imports from
other States.

1

I have looked up what Mr. Miles said. It
is as follows: —
It seems to me that the Government thinks

mere of the Collie miners getting a pension
than it does of the interest of the tuxpayers.

That is one statement commended by the
member’ for Geraldton.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: Is that the only one,
though ? ' :

Mr. STYANTS: Mr. Miles goes on to
say— ‘

I believe that arrangements could be made
whereby coal could be produced at o lower
cost to the taxpuyer by the same number or
more men being employed. I think the miners
are entitled to a pensions Bill, or some pen-
sions scheme, under conditions that are fair to
the sharcholders of the company. This ‘mea-

-gure proposes to interfere with the articles of

association of the Amalgamated Collieries Lid.
Is that not so?
Then there was a chorus from the other
members, “Yes” Mr. Miles continued—
This is got the proper place to interfere with
those articles of association, T£ a pensions
scheme is desired, then the workers and owners
ghould pay, and it should be part of the cost
of production of the eoal. It was for those
reasons that I opposed the previous Bill and T
oppose this one for the same reason.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: Who is speaking
now?

Mr. STYANTS : The one the hon. member
said should he eommended.

Hon, E. H, H. Hall: Who was it?

- Mr. STYANTS: Mr. Miles. The mem-

‘ber for Geraldton proceeded—

At a time like the present our railways and

other services might be considerably eurtuiled
if we did not have Collie coal, Dr, Herman’s
report impartially sets out the position. What
is the use of the Uovernment appointing o
Royal Commissioner like Dr. Ilerman to advise
on the indusiry if it does not endeavour to
give effeet to his recommendntions?
That is the hon. member’s strategy. Dr.
Herman reports on how the industry should
be conducted, but it requires a great stretch
of the imagination to connect that up with
the granting of pensions to the coalminers.
It was a red herring across the trail. That
is the political strategy in which the mem-
ber for Geraldton has become so adept dur-
ing his years in Parliament. He went on to
Say—

Dr. Herman strongly urged the Government
to apend a fair amount of money in order to
determine, onee for all, whether the Irwin
coalfields were * worth prospecting. Hns the
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Government made any attempt to act on that
reeommendation? I ipaintain that it has not.
True, 2 small amount of money was made
available and some investigutions were ear-
ried out at Erado, but nothing like the ex-
havpstive examination that Dr. Herman sug-
pested be made at Irwin.

What connection can there be between the
granting of a pensions scheme for worn-
out miners and whether the Government
carried out Dr. Herman’s reeommendation
or whether there was a favourable prospect
of drilling for coal at Eradu and Irwin?

Hon. E. H. H. Hzall: None whatever.

My. SEYANTS: None whatever! It was
one of those scents aeross the trail, set off
ot a tangent for the purpose of confusing
the issne so far as the vate of hon. members
was concerned.

Hon. E. H. H, Hall: Yon are wonderful !
Absolutely!

Mr. STYANTS: The hon. member hand-
ed it out, and I hope he is good encugh
sporteman to demonstrate his ability to take
it when it iz coming back.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: You are wonderful!

Mr. STYANTS: There is a little bit
more, and this is really a gem.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: Now we are coming
to it. Saving the best to the lastl

Mr. STYANTS: The hon. member said—

The Collie coalficld has been operating for
many years and the men have had a uniowy
for.many years. What are the unions in this
country doing that they have not inaugurated
gocial welfare schemes for their members? Why
do they not follow the policy of unions in the
Old Country and bring in schemes of their
own to ensure that when their members fall
ill, bevome invalided or reach old age, they
will have something to fall back upon!
1s that not a gem, coming from o man
who says he has the welfare of the workers
at heart.?

Member: When he is after their votes.

Mr. STYANTS: Did he tell the Geraldton
lompers on the hustings that that was his
idea—that the unions shounld provide their
own pension scheme?

Hon, E. H. H. Hall: Why did you not
coms up? )

Mr. STYANTS: He did not tell that fo
the 1871 pensioners whose case he pleaded
before the Government. In passing, I would
point out that T have always been of the
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opinion that the 1871 pensions Act should
have applied to wage-earners, and huve al-
ways recorded my vote in that way when a
vote has been taken in this House on the
matter. I have always believed they are
entitled to it, and I believe now that the
wages man 15 so entitled. But, to show the
rank inconsisteney of the hon. member, he
says to the Collie miners, “If you want a
pension scheme yon will have to pay for it
out of your own pockets”; but he tells the
1871 men that, in his opinion, they should
get a pension and they should get it with-
out making any contrgbution.

Mr. Triat: They were his electors!

Mr. STYANTS: Just imagine anyone
today putting up a proposition that eny
pensions scheme providing for invalidity or
old age should be financed entirely by the
workers themselves! It is preposterouns! It
is a recognised custom, and has been for
the last half century, that industry and the
employee during the period of his worling
life should provide sufficient to keep him in
a reasonable degree of comfort in his old
age.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: Quite right.

Mr. STYANTS: The bhon. member does
not want that.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall:'1I do now, though.

Mr. STYANTS: I am very pleased to
hear that assurance fro:_n the hon, member,
that he is not as reactionary as I thought
be was. The mind of anyone who could
sugzest that a pensions scheme should be
built up entirely out of the mesgre earn-
ings of the worker and that the industry
should not contribute is in the Middle Ages,
or at least fifty years back The hon.
member went on to say—

We are in danger of sapping the initiative
of our people. This aspect ought to reveive
careful consideration.

If a working man has to provide a pension
out of the meagre earnings he receives fox
the labour he gives, that is certainly going
to sap his initiative, T do not think we need
worry a great deal over that. 1 want to
deal with what happened after the tea ad:
journment. During the debate prior fo the
adjournment, the member for Murchison
asked the member for Geraldfon how he
voted on this measure. After having prob-
ably had a look at “Hansard” and discover-
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ing that he perhaps would not come out as
well as he would have liked to, so far as his
attitude at this stage of the Bill was con-
cerned, the member for Gerzldton tried, by
what I thought was a masterpiece of
thinly-veiled evasion and subterfuge, to get
around it. The guestion asked was how he
voted on the measure. He came back after
tea and evaded the point. He did not say
how he voted on the measure. He said that
this measure had been passed by a substan-
tial majority at the second reading and at
the third reading. It was, but not with the
agsistance of the member for Geraldton! Tt
was carried heeause there were sufficient
members in that Chamber who were demo-
eratic and modern-minded enough to realise
it is the duty of industry to provide some-
thing for its employees when they get be-
yond their working stage.

The Minister for Works: The second
reading passed without & division.

Mr. STYANTS: The Minister for Works
is speaking without his book.

Hon. A. H. Panton: As usual

The Minister for Works: But not without
my memory.

Mr. STYANTS: If the Minister for
Works requires me to, I can read the divi-
sion and how members voted. It is recorded
on page 1000 of “Hansard,” and the name of
the member for Geraldton appears amongst
the “Noes” The voting was 16 for and
cight against.

The Minister for Works: You should say
what the division was npon. It was not
m the second or third reading.

Mr. STYANTS:
seading.

The Minister for Works: It was not.

Mr. STYANTS: The Minister can peruse
*Hansard,” the same as I did. The Min-
ster came in with what was intended fo be
t let-out for his eolleague, but his bomb has
urned out to be a squib.

It was on the second

The Minister for Works: It has not. It
vill be competent for somebody else to give
he terms of that particular division.

" Hon. A. H. Panton: The member for
{algoorlie is talking about what happened
n another place.
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Mr. STYANTS: The Minister is not
going to be like the member for Geraldton,
putting out false trails.

The Minister for Works: You will net
give the terms,

Mr, STYANTS: I am going to stiek to
what I started with. The member for Ger-
aldton did not tell us that he had spoken
against the measure, and voted against it
on the second reading.

The Minister for Works: He did not vote
against it on the second reading.

Mr. STYANTS: It was lucky for the
Collie miners that there were sufficient mem-
bers in the -Chamber demoeratically-minded
enongh to recognise it is an accepted custom
that when a worker, through invalidity or
old age or some other cause, is unable to
carry on, the industry, plus some deduction
from his wages, should make provision for
him. The old idea that existed 50 years ago
that the worker could be used up while he
conld produce a dividend for the employer
and then be thrown on the industrial serap-
keap has luekily gone by the board.

The Minister for Works: I quite agree;
but that is not the matter in dispute here.

Mr. STYANTS: T do not want to be led
off the trail. I know of at least three or.
four names that couvld be applied to eva-
sion and subterfuge of that kind, and none
of them is very pleasing or flattering. The
speech of the member for Geraldton on the
pensions Bill discloses his principles, as far
as the workers are concerned, naked and, I
am afraid, unashamed.

Member: He is entitled to his opinion.

Mr. STYANTS: If he will tell the Ger-
aldton lumpers, railway men and industrial-
ists that their pension schemes should be
established entirely hy deductions from their
wages, he will not he the member for Gerald-
ton after the next election.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: Youn did not think
T would last time.

Mr, STYANTS: I did not think much
about it at all. T want to get off that un-
pleasant subject and deal with a matfer
that chiefly eoncerns my eleetorate, namely,
mining, T am not poing into it af any great
length because it was dealt with very fully
and ably last night by the member for
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Yilgarn-Coolgardie. . There are, however,
vne or two points that I want to touch on.
I am not at all satisfied with the attitude
of the Commonwealth Governmenf towards
this industry. Unfortunately remedies for
its parlous condition are outside the control
of the State Government. There is the
question of the Commonwealth gold tax, or
a bounty, to be paid to the industry.

There is also the guestion of the price of
wold. That is outside the jurisdiction of
even the Commonwealth Government. It is
arranged, I understand, va 2 reciproeal
basis by two committees, one in Great
Britain, and the other in America, There
is one question 1 want to touch on, and it
concerns a matter that has been ventilated
and, I am afraid, ventilated for the purpose
of creating an atmosphere. It affects the
zoldmining industry very much. I refer
to the suggestion of inereases in railway
freights and fares, I regard “The West
Anstralian” newspaper as the official organ
‘of the Government, and on two or three
oceasions in the last three or four months
it \has made the suggestion that an inerease
in fares and freights is inevitable.

The Minister for Railways: It did not
¢ome from the Government.

Mr. STYANTS: I am pleased to know
that that suggestion did not emanate from
the Government. I realise that a good case
could be put up for an inerease-in fares
and freights. It has to be recognised that,
in most instances, they are as cheap as or
cheaper than on most railways in Australia,
and there have been enormous inereases in
the cost of rupning the railways. Yet, no in-
ereases in fares or freights have been made.
I also point out that the goldmining in-
dustry is at a disadvantage in that it ean-
not get any increase in the price of the
commodity it produces to compensate for
increases in the eost of produetion. The
industry has got to the stage now when, if
there is a substantial inerease in freights
and fares—not only on mining materials but
foodstuffs—the inevitahle result will be that
the cost of living and the basic wage will
rise. If snch an event does not wipe out the
goldmining industry altogether it will affect
it very seriously in that only high grade
ore will be mined. There will be consequent
loss of employment and the industry will be
nn the down grade.

[ASSEMBLY.]

I hope there will be no increase in rai
way freights. I believe that freights ar
principally paid by those in the ecountr)
Yet, the railways are just as essential fo
the people in the metropolitan area, wh
today are getting fares.at a lesser rate i
some instanees than they did in 1914—an
that ean be substantiated by the Ministe
for Railways—as they are for those in th
country. But still they will not pay an3
thing in proportion to the amount th
country people will have to pay if there i
an increase. I hope the Government wi
continue to regard the railways, not as
husiness concern, but as a Governmen
utility by which development can take plac
throughout the State.

I want to deal with a small matter the
was mentioned by the member for Forres
and which, no doubt, concerns his electorat
a grenf deal as well as that of the membe
for Nelson. I refer to the continuance o
the Apple and Pear Board. It will be xe
membered that at the outbreak of war n
#hips were available and fhere were n
oversea markets. It was realised at the
time, that if we desired to keep our orchard
—a very valuable asset to the State—in
reasonable state of repair and produetior
we would have to set up some kind of antt
ority te look affer their interests. T had n
objection to that. In faet, I think it wa
a good move, T think that even the eolosst
amount of money lost by the Apple an
Pear Board was worth while because of th
faet that when the war was over we had ou
orchards in a high state of productivit
But I want most to eriticise the inefflciene
and lack of business acumen displayed b
the board.

The information I am aboub to give |
somewhat astonishing. I would not haw
eared if, fo compensate for the huge loss:
that had to he made, the public had hee
given ample supplies of high quality fruit s
a reasonable price. T believe that coul
have been done if different methods ha
been employed, and there would have bee
np more, or perhaps not as much, loss as hs
heen incurred by this particular board.
have some figures here quoted by the Con
monwealth Minister dealing with the oper:
tions of the board. I have travelle
throngh the apple and pear districts of thi
State, and was astonished and horrified s
the amount of fruit lying on the groun
under the trees and being ploughed in.
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was once travelling by car through the
Bridgetown district, and on my way home I
saw a lot of apples on the ground. I went
in to the orchard to seec if I could purchase
some. I asked the owner if he would sell
me a case. He said, “They are not mine.
They belong to the Apple and PPear Board.
I am not permitted to sell you any or give
you any.” After some diseussion with him
he told me that on the average he was paid
for 1,400 buoshel cases of apples, and that
the most the hoard had ever taken possession
of in any one year was 800 eases. He said, “I
am going around to the other side of the
shed to milk the eow, so if you go into the
orchard and get a few apples I would not
see you.”

That was the position of the growers.
They were given a ceriain amount on tree
measurement, The measurer would estimate
that there were 1400 or 1500 bushel cases and
would say “We will pay yon so much per
bushel and will pay for the eases, the piek-
ing, packing and transport.” I do not think
the grower has become afftuent on the prices
veceived. The average priee over the period
of operation of the hoard has been, for
apples, 2s. 11d. and for pears 3s. 9%d. per
bushel. The “bushel” mentioned there is
the bushel ease. In addition to that, for the
years 1942-1944 there eould be added about
2d. on apples and pears, and for the years
*1944-46 should be added 6d. per case, so the
grower has not become wealthy on the prices
received.

Mr. Leahy: It has kept their heads above
water,

Mr. STYANTS: That is' so. It has pre-
served the asset in the orchards of this State,
but let us look at the finaneial returns of the
board. The following table, prepared for
the Commonwealth Minister for Commerce,
is interesting, and sets out the financial posi-
tion of the board from 1940 to 1946. In
1840 the trading profit and loss is shown as
s loss of £321,294, and the payment on un-
delivered fruit at £269,964, while the overall
result was a deficit of £591,258. 1 recall
that during that year famine prices were
charged for fruit of ppor quality. During
the last couple of years the quality has im-
proved considerably. I know the prices
quoted by the member for Forrest for
apples and pears in the Eastern States to
be correct, In Sydney, Granny Smiths are
from 11d. to 1s. 1d. per pound, and yet we
see colossal losses resulting from the opera-
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tions of this hoard. I would pot have mind-
ed so much had the public been given a
bountiful supply of fruit at lower rates.

The Minister for Lands: Have they ever
issued a balance sheet for the administra-
tion?

Mr. STYANTS: This is in the nature of
4 balance shect. In 1941 the deficit under
trading profit or loss was £727,655, and the
payments on undelivered fruit £864,336. In
a period of twelve months fruit to that value
bhad been paid for without delivery being
taken by the board. It was allowed to be
ploughed into the ground. TFor that year
the overall result was a loss of £1,591,991.
For 1942 the trading profit and loss showed
a credit of £168,204, with the payment on
undelivered fruit at £454,815, and the
overall result was a loss of £286,521. In
1943 the trading profit and loss showed a
eredit of £486,844, while the payment on
undelivered fruit was £558,020, and the
overall result was a debit of £71)186. In
1944 the trading profit and loss showed a
debit of £86,347, while the payment on un-
delivered fruit was £736,910, and the overall
result was a loss of £823,257.

For 1945, subject t¢ small adjustments,
the trading profit and loss showed a credit
of £829,286, while the payment on wunde-
livered fruit was £581,600, and the overall
result a eredit of £247,686. TFor 1046 the
estimated position shows the trading profit
and loss with a debit of £49,713, the pay-
ment on undelivered fruit at £770,287, while
the overall resuvlt is a debit of £820,000.
Taking the operations of the board over the
whole period of its operation, we find that
the trading profit and loss shows a credit of
£299,415, while the amount paid out for
fruit that rotted in the orchards and was
ploughed into the ground was £4,235,932,
giving an overall result as a debit of
£3,866,527,

If we reduce or cxtend the loss of
£4,235,932 and allow 614 cases to the £1, we
find 2/11 or 3s. per bushel paid for unde-
livered fruit, as theve were 27,000,000 .
bushels of fruit purchased by the board but
not detivered, being ultimately ploughed
into the ground.

Mr. Reynolds: They could not get fruit
cases or nails, and there was a shortage of
labour.

Mr, STYANTS: The policy awas entirely
wrong. Had they put on the market ample
supplies of fruit at a price that the average
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person could afford to pay, the financial re-
turn would have been better. Members will
recall that from about 1941 to 1942 fruit
was selling at famine prices. The man on
anything approaching the hasic wage was
not in a position to buy it for his family,
and that is substantially the position today.
Now we find that although the orchardist
. i getting omly a fraction over 3s. a bushel
for his applcs, the retail price charged for
the cheapest is about 5%d. per pound. A
eouple of Granny Smith apples will weigh
sbout a pound and cost 5l%d., which is
about the cheapest price per pound paid
for any other variety.

If anyone can tell me how the man on the
basic wage or on a reasonable margin above
it ean provide his wife and three or four
children with fruit at that priee, it will
solve a mystery for me. We find that ap-
proximately 27,000,000 bushels of fruit has
been paid for, but has gone to waste under
the supervizsion of the Apple and Pear
Board, while the people have been paying
famine prices for it and in many eases
could not get it at all. While I would not
oppose the continuance of the board, if the
growers require it, T think it should adopt
a different policy. If one goes to the mar-
kets one cannot get & bushel ease of apples
for less than 11s. 6d. or 12s. 6d. Surely
that gives sufficient margin of profit, after
paying sall the costs involved, to show a
better financial retvyrn. I am given to un-
derstand that the average price paid for
the apples is about 3s. per bushel,

Mr. Revnolds: The price is 4s. 3d. for
top lines.

Mr. STYANTS: Here we have set out
the position up to 1946, and the average
prices up to that date were higher than they
are this year, but that does not make any
difference to the bungling and inefficiency
of the board or its lack of business acumen.
They were allowed 6d. for picking, 114, for
packing, round about 2s. 3d. for vases and
cardboard and about 4d. for transport to
the station. Thus, aetnally, with the 3s, for
the fruit, they were getting their supplies
for about 7s. a bushel and the cheapest rate
at which fruit ecomld be purchased in town
was considerably in excexs of what it is
today.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Have you figures
showing the quantity of fruit purchased
and markefed on behalf of the growers;
what they got for it and so on?
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Mr. STYANTS: I have only the record
of the payments made for the undelivered
fruit and I have no other particulars. How-
ever, it all discloses a very deplorahle posi-
tion, As I mentioned earlier, I would not
oppose the continuation of the board but it
should be given to understand that if if is to
be allowed to proeeed, the fiasco regarding .
prices and so forth must be altered  in
future,

Hon., W. D. Jobhason: Do you suggest that
better fruit could have been delivered?

Mr. STYANTS: Wonld the hon. member
say that the fruit that it paid for, was not
better than the fruit that dropped off the
trees and was left in the orchard?

Mr. Reynolds: No.

Hon. W. D. Jobnson: Not inferior to
what was marketed,

Mr. STYANTS: In the history of boards,
I think this is one of the greatest calamities
so far as financial returns and serviee ren-
dered to the public ave eoncerned. I am not
growling about the £4,500,000 paid for un-
delivered fruit, I believe it was worth that
to the consumers of fruit in the Common-
wealth in order that the orchards might be
preserved in reasonable condition and in
high production so that the people could
benefit after the war.

I desire next to touch upon roads and
particularly main roads. When travelling
around the State recently I noticed that in
many distriets the authorities were ploughing
up and re-grading roads, thereby providing
much better ones than are to he seen in the
Eastern ‘Goldfields distriets. 1 believe that
had it not been for the intervention of the
war, there would now be a bitnminised road
from Southern Cross to Coolgardie. It
there is any portion of the road system in
the outback centres that deserves such a
road, it is that portion of the Great Eastern
Highway. Not only does it serve a distriet
with e population of approximately 30,000
but it represents a stretch of 140 miles of
the Great Eastern Highway, the main road
between Western Australia and the Bastern
States. I also noticed that at small country
centres like Bunbury, Geraldion and
Albany, where there is about ope-fifth of
the population that is to be found in the
Eastern Goldfields, bitumen-surfaced roads
are provided for the convenience of
the people. I do not begrudge them
that consideration, but I do snbmit a
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claim on behalf of the Eastern Goldflelds
for equal attention. In support of that
claim, I would quote the number of ears
that use the roads and the population living
in that part of the State.

I suggest that every possible effort be
made by the Government to deal with that
Yection of the (Ireat Eastern Highway and
to accord high priority to work on that par-
ticular stretech of road. At present much
regrading is going on but, in my opiniocn,
such regrading represents to a greai extent
a mere loss of money. Once the weather
strikes the road and a few cars go over if,
the surface will cut up and pothole. It will
soon become almost impassable. I believe
that the money that is now being spent on
such work eould be better utilised by pro-
viding for the complete bituminising of the
section between Southern Cross and Cool-
pardie. If thaf cannot be done, then the
portion of the road that is always giving
the motorists trouble—T refer to the sections
between Coolgardie and Bullabulling and
between Bullabuiling and Woolgangie—
should receive prompt attention. If the
work there is not done on a different basis,
then with just regrading and spreading the
gravel the result will be that the road sur-
face will cut up and bog in winter and in
snmmer will blow away as dust, I cér-
tainly hope a high priority will be given
to that work in the near fufure.

The final matter I shall refer to is that
members now sitting on the Qpposition side
of the House have been twiited on many
oveasions this session with having been in
office for 14 years and we have heen told
that if everything necessary had not been
dene, then it was our fault. With all due
respect to members on the Government side
of the House, I would remind them that we
were certainly in office for 14 years but
never for one year were we in power.

Mr. Marshall: No, never!

Mr. STYANTS: Always there was an-
nther House standing over us. The parlia-
mentary constitution of this State provides
that before any legislation ean find a place
on the statute book, it must be passed hy
both Houses of Parliament. Legislation
was submitted time after time in aceord-
nnee with what the then Government
thenght was for the benefit-of the people a=
a whole, yet those legislative proposals met
their fate in another place.
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The Minister for Works: Ninety per cent.
of your legislation was passed.

Mr. STYANTS: I would not say
percentage was as high as that.

Mr. Grabam: Even so, the 10 per ecent.
thit was worth while was defeated.

Hon. A, 11. Panton: And what was passed
took us 14 years to get,

Mr. STYANTS: It is as well to remember
what oecurred prior to that period of 14
vears, which started in 1933, The Mitchell
Government was put out of power at that
time mainly becanse it had been elected on
the ery ‘“Jobs for AlL'' When it took over,
the Labour Government found what was
probably the most deplorable blot on the
history of the State. About 5000 single
men were quartered in the Blackboy Hill
camp. They were unemployed and were
given food, together with an allowanse of
5s. with which to buy tobacco.

The Minister for Works: Do you know
why that was? It was because the previous
(overnment had left an empty Treasury.

Hon. A. H, Panton: Cut that out!

Hon. F. J. 8§ Wise: That excuse will not
be available this time. ’

Mr. STYANTS: There was not onc Gov-
ernment in Australia that could be blamed
for the trouble experienced at that time.
The depression that oecurred in those days
was man-made. There was an abundance
of everything that wag required, but the
trouble was that the depression was en-
gineered by financial experts from oversea.
T do not blame the Mitchell Government for
the conditions that obtained and the priva-
tion and semi-poverty that existed then. T
do not think it would have made much dif-
ferenee what Government held the reins of
office in those days. It eould not get ene
shilling with whieh to buy anything.

The Minister for Works: That is right.

Mr. STYANTS: The fact remains that '
from 1933 to 1936, Beeause of conditions
that operated, a great percentage of the
workers in Western Australia were on part-
time jobs only. We ereated publie works
and in aceordance with 8 man's responsibi-
lities, whether he was single, married, or
married and having a family, he was given
so mueh work per week to enahle him to
provide the necessaries of life. This eon-
tinued until about 1936, From 1936 to 1939,

the

W
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the employment position improved consider-
ably, and while it was possible to do away
with part-time employment there was still,
in 1939 when the war broke out, a large
namber of our people unemployed,

Just before the war there was the greatest
diticuliy in getfing a profitable or even
any market oversea for our primary
products, It wns not a matter of
getting  an  unprofitable price such as
3. & Dbushel for our wheat; it was
a mwatter of getting someone to buy
it at any price. That is the condition of
affairs that prevailed during six of the 14
vears when Labour was in office, and we
buve been derided brecause we were in office
and could not produce all the results that
members on both sides of the House would
have liked. From 1939 onwards, a large
number of men left industry to-enter the
Services, and in 1941, when Japan entered
the war, when the safety of tbis country
wny endangered, when for the first time
an enemy was flying over our eountry,
hombing and killing our ecitizens, and when
Japanese submarines were shelling Sydney,
conseription was introduced and hundreds
of thousands of people were taken ont of
industry to serve in the Forces.

After the war, there came the demobili-
sation of the Forees, a work which took at
least 18 months. Consequently, of the 14
years we were in office, but not in power,
three years represented the depth of the
depression, three years a period of semi-
depression, six years a period of war when
we had to marshal the whole of our forees
for the defence of the country, and then 18
wonths for demobilising Serviee people and
getting them back into industry. Members
in fairness must admit that the period of
1+ vears was not one of great prosperity
or one that permitted of great achieve-
ments,

T do not envy the Government or Minis-
ters the tasks hefore them. I have some
voneeption—not as much as a Cabinet Min-
ister wottld have—of the great difficulties
Ministers will have to face. The lot of a
Minister in the State or Federal sphere is
not a pleasant or happy one these days, be-
cause there is such a shortage of necessary
commodities and beeause the materials and
manpower available are insufficient to meet
-the requirements of the people. We knew
all this before the election and told a good
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straightforward story to the people. We ad-
mitted (he existence of all the shortages—
hospitals, schools, homes #nd various other
things, From what I have gathered by
reading the political speeches of members
of the present Government, they gave the
people to understand that the prevailing
shortages had been brought eabout by
hungling and inefficieney on the part of the
Labour Government and that, if they were
returned to office they would be able to
remedy matters in a very short space of
time,

I think the age of miracles has passed
hut, if the Government is able to do all it
has proinised, I shall be one of the first to
offer congratulations. The position of the
Government is rather an invidious one. It
is in power by the grace of two Independ-
ents, and judging by the speeches made by

. those two members, I find it difficult to de-

cide just what their attitude might [he.
Apparenily they must have conferred upon
certain matters before either of them spoke
in the ‘House, hecause both expressed the
same sentiments and uttered the same veiled
threats if the Government did not do certain
things that affected them personally.

Last night I was raised to the clouds by
the dissertation of the member for Maylands
when he enlarged upon the high motives and
principles that should ¢haracterise our pub-
lie life. According to him we should sink
all party diffierences; we should work as a
happy family or, at any rate, if we did nef,
the Opposition should not to any great cx-
tent retard the efforts of the Government.
Except on major issues, I do not think we
are likely to have any grave disagreement
with the Government. However, after being
earried along in the clonds by the hon. mem-
ber's high-motive speech, I was suddenly
dashed into the sewers because of the threat
to the Goverpment—it could not be re-
garded as anything but a threat—that if
their personal vanity was not appeased, they
would seriously consider what their attitude
to the Government would be. They com-
plained that they had not been appointed
to serve on Committees of this Hounse.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: The member for
Maylands even became savage about it.

Mr STYANTS: If they decided to re-
gard as a.major issne something they
thonght to be detrimental fo the people of
the State and, as a vesult, would consider
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whether they would support the Govern-
ment, I ecould understand it, but if they want
their personal vanity appeased by being
appointed to places on committees, I, rather
than gee the Government go out, would offer
my seat on the House Committee to either
of those gentlemen,

Mr. Shearn: That is only a figment of
vour imagination,

Mr, STYANTS: So far as I am concern-
ed, there will be no hostile or carping criti-
cism of the Government. If the hon. mem-
ber peruses his speech in “Hansard"”—and
I understand he has checked the report—
that is the inferenee anyone would draw
from it, Evidently the two hon. members
presuppose that at any time they choose to
rall the tune against the Government, the
Labour Opposition will fall in with* them.
For my part, it will have to be a much
preater issue than the mere question of who
is going to serve on the House Committee
or the Printing Committee hefore they will
have my support to put the Government
out. The hon. member might even find him-
self on the other side of the House before
the session is over. After vreading the

speeches of both those members, one ean only

conclude that there had been some eollusion
between the member for Maylands and the
other half of the party.

Hon, F. J. 8. Wise: The better half.

Mr. STYANTS: Both uttered the same
sentiments. I repeat that it will have to be
a bigger issue that will influence me in
voting against the conlinuance in office ol
the present Glovernment. Members opposite
have been clected by the people, certainly
not with a majority, but with a sufficient
number to earry on the Government .with
the assistance and by the grace of one In-
dependent at any rate, and I think it is the
duty of the Opposition to give it an oppur
tunity to fulfil the promises it made to the
people,

Mr, Shearn: That is the mnost satisfactory
statement you have made.

Mr, STYANTS: I hope ihoi the wodern
practice of passing the buck wil] not he
indulged in, Tt seems to be quite the thing
ihat if anybody undertakes to do something
and is not able to do it then it is passed on
to the Commonwealth Covernment. I hone
that will not be brought inte fashion here.
T fecl certain that the Government is as
earnest as we on this side were and are to
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see the continued progress of the country,
and if it is able to carry out half of what
it promised on the hostings, T will be the
first to' congratulate it and to say in the well-
known words of the poem, “You're a better
man than I am Gunga Din.”

MR. NALDER (Wagin) [+32]: Tirst let
me also offer my congratulations to you,
Sir.  Although coming late in the Address-
in-reply they are none the less sineere. Your
long experienee on both sides of the House
over many years ably fits yon for the task
and from my observation already, I feel
sure vou will carry out your duties efficiently
and impartially. I also congratulate the
member for York on his elevation to the
position of Chairman of Committees and
feel sure that he also will carry out his
duties to the best of his ability. Congratu-
lations arve also extended to the members of
the various constitzencies who have attained
the rank of Ministers. I am sure they are
awarve of their responsibilities, a fact which
i+ evideneed by the sincerity with which they
are tackling their jobs. I wish them a long
and prosperous term on the Treasury Bench.

I should like to pay a tribute to the ster-
ling service rendered by my predecessor,
Mr. Stubhs, who retivred after the last ses-
sion of Parlinment. He ably represented
Wagin in' this House for a very long period
and his work was very much appreciated, as
is evidenced by the fact that for many years
he was returned unopposed; and when he
was opposed he won the election by a sub-
stantial majority. I wish him a long and
happy term of retirement and I hope that
the example of service he set as a membher
will be followed by myself as long as T
remain in this House.

Having had no previous experience in
Parliament and having never heen in this
Touse hefore, it was with a certain measure
of expeetaney that I observed the opening
proceedings. I have listened mntently to the
various speeches and one thing that struek
me very foreibly was that the Party now
in apposition received a very foreible blow
on the 15th March last, and that the mem-
hers of that Party are still bleeding pro-
fusely from the inecision made by that blow.
Why so many new members on this side of
the House should ally themselves with such
a hand of criminal gangsters who strove to
gain nffice by frandulent methods is really a

matter of amazement to me! The Leader
]
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of the Opposition said the other night that
some of the new members could not expeet
to have very long Parliamentary lives. I
am not one who predicts the future; but
may 1 suggest that if members on the other
gide of the House confinue to adopt the
methods they have in the last few weeks,
possibly some of them may not continue
very long in this Chamber. Why not ac-
cept the voice of the people and give them
some credit for their decision?

I would like to draw attention to matters
offecting my electorate and possibly having
some bhearing on the welfare of the State.
First I would touch on transport, which has
received a certain amount of eritieism; and
I would refer mainly to the transport of
livestock. Having been a producer, bred
and born on the land and knowing some
of the disabilities which the producer
is ap against, I consider that the speedy
transport of stock to the metropolitan mar-
kets and the better transport of fat lambs
to the various treatment works is a vital
matter. There is no doubt that produeers
in this State annually lose thousands of
pounds because of the inefficient method of
transport, the lack of speedy delivery and
the inadequate wapons that are used.

T have been informed that the Take Girace
spur line is one of those in the State that
bas shown a profit. If that is the case, is
not the claim of settlers serviced by that
rail for very much better transport justified?
In recent months the passenger service has
been considerably improved. The introdue-
tion of speedier traffic and also speedier
delivery of mails and papers have been a
boon very mmch appreciated by settlers.
But the serviee provided in connection with
the transport of stock is shocking. T would
mention particularly the producers on the
Hyden Branch. Although some of them do
not exactly reside in my electorate they use
the Lake Grace spur line for the tramsport
of their stock. To pet that stock to the Mid-
land Junetion market they begin the pre-
eeding week.

The stock are driven to the railway yards
on Saturday morning, loaded, sent to Wagin
and nnloaded there. They stay at Wagin
till the following Tuesday and are then re-
londed and sent to the metropolilan market;
the sheep and cattle being sold on the Weid-
nesday and the pigs on the Thursday. The
actual distanee travelled by rail is 330 wmiles.
If it were possible to earry them by road—

x
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and roads are in exidtence—the distance
wonld be 170 miles. If the recen{ railway
strike did nothing else, it indicated that
stock could be transported by road efficiently
and expeditiously, to the advantage of the
producer. During that hold-up a road trans-
port unit called at a farm east of Wagin
and loaded 85 wethers, left the farm at 7.30
on the Wednesday morning and was at
Midland Junection for the market at 12.30.

While on the subjeet of transport of
stock, 1 would refer to the trucks that are
used—"S” wagons—which I consider
amongst the worst that are running on our
railway system. Into one of these vans 80
sheep are loaded without any compartment
to divide them, and it will be realised that
with the constant swaying and swerving of
the train when in motion, the animals are
forced from one end to the other. T have
here an extract from a paper dated the
7th August, 1947, which will give some
idea of the condition in which some of the
stock arrive at their destination. It is as
follows:—

Suckers sold were again in very good order
and ranged from wmedium to good weights
but there was a fair percentage which arrived
off the trucks in a very dirty eondition,
Who stands that loss? It is the producer.
It takes him many years to build up his
flock. He plans a long time in advance and
breeds his lambs for export, Then, because
of faulty transport, his animals are sold on
the market at a price very much below that
which is ruling for the best produet. I know
of at least one dealer at the Midland Jun~-
tion saleyards who boasts about the money
he makes on downers. These are sheep fhat
have been down in the truck through faulty
transport.

Some years ago I visited Vietoria and was
very much impressed by the eare exercised
in the planning and building of wagons -
used for the transport of sheep. Every en-
deavour was made to have them smitably
construeted so that the animals could arrive

- at their destination in the best possible con-

dition. Already this session murh has been
said by a number of speakers about the
value of primary production of this Stale.
It is true that primary production is a
fundamental asset. I have had opportunity
of travelling over many parts of the State
and would say that the days of our pioneers
are not past. Tm our outback areas we have
men and women now equal to any that
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blared the trail in the et.n'ly days. They
are coniributing in large measure to the
development of our back country. I refer
particularly to those residing in the Lakes
distrit.  They are faced with many herd-
ship~, yvars of drought, shortage of water,
the ravages of wild dogs, the distance they
are from rail heads and the cost of trans-
porting their goods, but even those disabili-
ties have not dampened their ardour {o cayry
on and make a suecess of their work.

I will give an instance of the high costs
with which such people are faced. A fort-
night ago a farmer at Lake Camm got
some feneing material for 4 new paddock.
The freight to the rail head at Newdegate
was £3 16s. 8d., but the road cartage from
there to his farm cost £7 155. I would ask
the Minister for Transport seriously to con-
sider granting a through rate. By that I
menn an inclusive freight from Perth to

the destination at Lake Camm. Years ago,

when these people set out into the vast
back ecountry they were promised a railway
whieh has pever been built. I dowbt fhe
advisability of building it now, as I think
modern road transport would serve that
area better.

I will now draw attention to the extor-
tionate commission charged on the sale of
hacon pigs—pigs bought by the bacon firms.
These pigs take the producer a considerable
time to prepare for market. One farmer who
had 16 bacon pigs found, on taking them to
market, that on the fall of the hammer he
bind to hand over the price of one pig to the
agents to cover the ecommission charge.
At a sale last week in a ecountry district
620 baeon pigs were offered for sale. The
price averaged approximafely £8 per head,
and €250 of the money realised was paid in
commission charges, That equalled the
price of 33 pigs. I think that is a gross
injustice and I bope that the Act controlling
the percentages charged on the sale of bacon
pigs will shortly be reviewed.

T will deal next with edueation, as the
position of our rural children is deplorable,
espeeially in the more sparsely settled areas.
Although the system of consclidation of
schools being carried ont by the department,
where children are transported by bus to
central schools, is sound, the opportunities
afforded to those children, especially in the
sphere of secondary education, are poor.
1t is to be hoped that this Government will

341

seriously consider setting up more high
schools and area schools in country distriets,
so that the children may have opportunities
equal to those of their city cousins. I wish
to point out the urgent need for comstant
medical and dental care of our children. I
do not know how many doctors are attached
to the Education Department in Western
Anstralia, but I know there are four den-
tists, and I think that number ix totally
inadequate. They can tonch only a very
small portion of the care required by the
children in this great State.

In New Zealand there are 400 dentists and
dental nurses who attend to the require-
ments of school children and adolescents np
to the age of 19 years. In Great Britain,
the Edueation Act of 1944 makes provision
for future dental treatment of all school
children. If we are to advance, as a eoun-
try, we must care for the health of our
children, so that the opportunities they may
have to gain knowledge will not be hmpaired
by ill-health brought about by our neglect.

I come now to the supervision allowance
which, since the new Minister has taken
over, has been extended to the South-West
Laznd Division. There is a provision
in that Act to which I take the strongest
exception. [ hope it will be amended
as soon as possible. If & mother super-
vises the education. of her children, the
allowanee is paid only if she employs some-
body to take her place in the house, I
have s number of people in my electorate
who come into that category. There is one
lady who resides 20 miles from the nearest
rail-head, town or school. She has been
supervising the education of her children
for six years, but because she is not in a
position to employ a domestic she cannot re-
ceive the allowance. Members know the
difficulty of getting domestic help in the
city, and so they maost realise how much
greater the difficulty is for someone living
200 miles from Perth and almost 30 miles
from a rail-head. In matters such as this
I think the Government should show greater
understanding, and that in a ease such as
T have mentioned financial assistance should
be given. That is only one small way in
which the Government conld render a real
service to the people who are pioneering
and populating our back country.

I come next to the country hespitals.
Much publicity has recently been given to
the shortage of nurses, which has affected
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one of the hospitals in the Wagin electorate.
I refer to the Lake Graee hospital, which,
owing to the shortage of nurses, has been
¢losed down. Cases of sickness in that dis-
trict have now to be transported to Wagin.
A week or two ago a little girl Jiving in
Ravensthorpe injured her leg. There was
& hospital there, but it had been closed. The
hospital at Lake Grace was not open and the
child had therefore to be taken to Wagin,
a distance of over 200 miles, for treatment.
From my observations I believe that imme-
diately a new hospital is built there, with
housing for the staff in eclose proximity to
the hospital, the position will be relieved.
I am informed that the previous Govern-
ment had given the construction at the Lake
Grace hospital number one priority, and I
hope the present Government will carry out
that project as soon as possible.

Another matfer to which I would draw

attention is that of equipment and plant for
country hospitals. In 1929 it was felt by

the people of Wagin that some addition to-

the buildings and plant at the hospital was
necessary. The Government agreed to this
provided the townspeople and ratepayers
found a third. This they did. Three years
ago it was felt that a maternity ward
was needed, and the people contributed to it
on the same basis. That maternity wing
was opened last year. The people of that
district now feel that it is essential that an
up-to-date x-ray plant be installed. They
have gone as far as to contribute one-third
of the cost of the necessary plant. The Min-
ister for Health was approached, and last
week I received from him a reply saying
that he considered it was unnecessary to
. have a large x-ray plant attacbed io the
‘Wagin hospital; a similar plant, he thought,
would f11 the need.

T wonld ask how much the people in the
metropolitan area have contributed towgrds
the cost of the Royal Perth Hospital or
any other Government institution that has
been erected in the city fo care for the sick.
T consider that gross injustiee is being meted
ont to the country people. If they are pre-
pared to help themselves, then I hope the
(lovernment will view the matter as one of
importance, When the people in country
towns and districts are prepared to help
the (tovernment build up an asset that will
give them a sense of security, I think it is
the duty of the Government to assist in every
possible way. Finally, I wounld refer to a
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number of statelnents made by members,
pointing out what & great asset primary pro-
duction is to this State. We all agree that
this is so. Until our primary producers have
a sense of security—and by this I mean until
they receive a fair return over the eost of
wproduction—we as a State cannot advance.
1f we want to populate Western Australia
and build it up and bring it more nearly
into line with the other States, we must have
bappy, contented and properous primary
industries. .

I listened with much interest to the ve-
marks by the member for Xalgoorlie about
superphosphate.' I am glad that point has
been brought up hecause this eountry is
erying out for superphosphate and still more
superphosphate, and I do not think the Gov-
ernment could assist the primary producer
more than by making superphosphate avail-
able at the cheapest possible yate. I thank
members for the attentive hearing that has
heen accorded me, and trust that my stay
in this House may be one upon which I
shall be able to look back in after years
with pleasure and, at the same time, T
hope that my sojourn here will enable me
to contribute in some small way towards
assisting the people whom I have been ealled
upon fo repregent.

MR. MARSHALL (Murchison) [52]: I
sincerely hope that members will pardon
me for trespassing upon their valuable time
so early in the sesston. T have a statement
to make that ought to he pleasing to my
listeners. I did intend to deal fairly fully
with some subjects which I consider to be
of vital importanee to the State and upon
which the people of the State, in my
‘opinion, should be well informed, but the

" time at my disposal is so brief that I shall

have to eurtail my remarks and make only
a few ohservations of a minor nature,

Now that we have had an opportunity
to hear the initial speeches of several new
members, we aré in a better position to
judge of their capacity and ability. Speak-
ing as a member with a lengthy experience
in this House, I believe those eontributions
indicate that the debating strength of the
Chamber has not deteriorated hy reason of
the changes. In fact, the efforts of the
new members were wonderfully good.
While congratulating those members upon
their maiden efforts, I regret that I cannot
include the member for Geraldton in the
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category. Although he bestowed a some-
what elegant houquet npon me, I must
sharply disagree with some of his ohserva-
tions.

The hon. member is an old Parliament-
arian, not & new one. I eould excuse a new
member for speaking as he did, because I
paid the price for similar folly. I have
been shuttlecocked across the Chamber on
probably more oceasions than has any other
“member with the possible exeeption of the
memher for Boulder, and this is not the
first or second time I have oceupied a seat
on the Opposition benches. So I say I can
excuse a new member who lends a ready
ear to a breath of political seandal uttered
ex parte, and who uses it in the Chamber
as being authentie for the purpose of vili-
fying or, at least, discounting the honesty
of purpose of other members, or groups of
members, without having first checked up
on the accuracy of the statements. Such
storics are whispered in the ears of each
and every one of us from time to time.

I reecall that, when new to this House,
I was informed by & person that he had
been wrongly treated by a Minister. In
company with the accuser and in a state
or more or less anger, because I believed
the story of the sopposed injustice told
to me, I rushed to see the Minister. I want
the new members to know that, on diseuss-
ing the matter with the Minister, I dis-
covered that the file disclosed an entirely
different story. So I warn new members
to be careful when making charges in this
House unless they have first assured them-
selves of the facts.

Unfortunately, the member for Geraldton
did not do that. T have known bim for a
long time, and for him to make a state-
ment that was a positive and deliberate un-
iruth was puzzling to me and diffienlt to
understand. T do not feel disposed to ac-
cuse him of having intentionally made a

deliberately false statement; yet it seems ’

almost incredible that a public man shounld
have been so mis-informed. During the
eourse of his speech, he said that the
trouble over the A.S.G. engines had heen
"due to the then Government’s having failed
to give any consideration to the recom-
mendations of the Royal Commissioner.
The Royal Commissioner was appointed by
the Labonr Government to investizate the
whole of the allegations made by the men

. was obtained in other
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working these engines, and further evidence
States in which
similar engines were being operated. The
Royal Commissioner took a long time to
make his investigations and lodge his re-
port, mueh longer, I think, thap the Gov-
ernment of the day anticipated, but that
was not the fault of the Govefnment.

The nccusatign of the member for Gerald-
ton last night was that the Government
failed to take immediate action to give ef-
feet to the recommendations. That is a
positive untruth. Within 24 hours of the
release of the report, the Premier, through
his Minister, had a eopy of the report and
recommendations forwarded to the Com-
missioner of Railways and to the secretary
of the unien, asking for their comments in
writing. The union replied that it had no
desire to comment in writing, but the Com-
missioner of Railways did so. Immediately
the report was released, the Premier also
made a statement, through the Press, to
the effect that the Government intended to
give Tull effect to the recommendations.
Within 24 hours of that announcement hav.
ing been published, the Premier was in
communication with the Prime Minister.
The Royal Commissioner had recommended
that there should be a Commonwealth en-
gineer to supervise the reconditioming of
these engines, because they were Common-
wealth engines.

No doubt the Royal Commissioner con-
sidered—I am speaking from memary—that
the Commonwealth Government should foot
the bill for the cost of the alterations to

-increase the safety of the engines when in

traffic. Unfortunately for the State Gov-
ernment, the communication fo the Prime
Minister reached Canberra on the eve of
the Federal elections. YWhen no reply was
fortheoming within a day or two, the Pre-
mier sent a reminder to the Prime Minis-
ter. TFearing undue delay in the appoint-
ment of an engineer by the Commonwealth,
owing to the imminente of the Federal
elections, the State Government—and this
indieates ity sincerity and desire to give ef-
feet to the report—eommunicated with the
Premier of South Australia, Mr. Playford,
and also with the Premier of New South
Wales, Mr. MeKell, pointing out the in-
vidions position in which we stood, and
asking whether they could oblige by supply-
ing an engineer or the services of a com-
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petent man capable of piving effect to the
Royal Commissioner’s report.

Do not forget that the Leader of the
Opposition—the Premier of that day—did
something which can be said to be not alte-
gether correct. In his eager desire to ob-
tain an engineer, he went outside the scope
of the recommendation of the Royal Com-
missioner who had recommended a ¥ederal
appointee, Mr. Dlayford replied that he
was unable to assist us in any way. M.
McKell replied immediately saying that he
was going into the possibility of supplying
an engineer. Within two days—if my mem-
ory serves me right; the file will show—XMr.
McKell replied that he thought he ecould
oblige us. On the eve of the arrival of that
communication, we received word from the
Prime Minister that he had already agreed
to the appointment of an engineer.

1 face of those activities, how can it be
said that the then Government was negligent
in implementiog the recommendations of the
Royal Commissioner? The Government of
the day was as eager and as anxious as
anyone could possibly he to give effect to
the report, as we knew how urgent and
necessary it was to get these engines into
traffic at the earliest pessible moment. I
tell the member for Geraldton, who is ah-
sent for the moment, that his accusation of
wilful delay in implementing the Royal
Commissioner’s report was false in the ex-
treme. I do not say he made the accusatien
deliberately. It seems difficult to me and
puzzling why I should have to refer to this
matter, as 1 have here a copy of the speeches
made hy the then Premier in this Hounse on
the subject in April and November, 1946.
All members who were in the Chamber at
the time will recall the fatal evening when
the Premier made that statement to the
House,

Another statement was made by the Presi-
dent of the Arbitration Court on the same
subject. He pointed ont clearly that the
tovernment had done everything humanly
possible to expedite the matter. Other cor-
respandence on the subject was published by
the Executive of the Labour movement, in-
dicating where the fault, if any, lay. I
regret the matter has been revived again.
T would rather let it die. If has, however,
again been given publicity by a member of
Parliament who ought to have been vitally
interested in the subjeet from its inception,

[ASSEMBLY.]

but he seemingly remained in ignorance of
what was going,on, or else leni a ready
ear to someone with a disposition for breath-
ing into willing ears some spice of political
scandal. I desire to make an announce-
menf. I do not think I ean deal as fully
as I would like with the subjects which I
have in mind, but epportunities will present
themselves later and I shall then take my
time and deal with them in a way most
suitable to my own peculiay method,

I was interested in the summing-up by
some of the new members of the capacity
and ability of the mmembers of the new Gov-
ernment. Here 1 might sound a note of
warning to the new members. I have bad
the pleasure of sitting behind several Gov-
ernments and also the pleasure of sitting
on the opposite side of the House at & time
when several anti-Labour Governments were
reigning. The new members should realise
that all that glitters is not gold. A member
sitting on the OQpposition side of the House
has no responsibilities whatever and it is
easy for him to tell others who have the
responsibility how to exercise if. I have
found, too, that what is considered a virtue
when memhers are on the Opposition
benches i3 more or less eriminal when they
cross over the Chamber. So T say to the
new members, be particularly careful about
any eulogy. They should wateh and wait,
and if many of them are not sadly disillusion-
ed within the short space of twelve months
or so I shall be agreeably surprised.

Mr. Leslie: Yon have had the miseries
ever since this session started.

Mr. MARSHALL: I see that already our
Loan Vote has been cut by 25 per cent.
Withont money, it is most difficuit for a
Government to funection. We have not to
go far back in the history of the State to
get a reminder of the power and the capa-
city of international financiers and the tra-
gedy which they can cause to all the Gov-
ernments of the world. I notice a change
in the attitnde of some members who are
supporting the Government. Incidentally,
one Independent—T think it was the chair-
man or the secretary of the Party—

Mr. Leslie: It must have been one or the
other.

Mr. MARSHALL: —appealed to the
Opposition to give members of the present
Government time to show what they can do.
I am not aware that the members of the
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present Covernment, when soliciting the
favourable support of the electors, made
any stipulation about time to show what
they could do.

The Minister for Education: Yes, they
did.
The Minister for Works: Three years.

Mr. MABRSHALL: They did not ask for
a period of one, two, three or more years.
As a matter of fact, their implication was
that if the public wanted an imme-
diate change from go-slow and sabotage
methods the Government should be changed
and the effect would immediately be seen.

Hon. A. A. M. Coverley: As a matter of
fact, they claimed to be experts as char-
women in cleaning np eobwebs.

Mr., MARSHALL: That reminds me,
what opportunity did the members of the
present Government give to the Governinent
that preceded them? What - merey was
shown to it hy the present Minister for
Transport, whem I shall not forget hofore
this session is out.

The Minister for Railways: I wounld not
advise you lo go too far with it.

The Minister for Works: He would not
mind it a bit.

Ar. MARSHALL: T feel as though he
has been threatened by the Commissioner
of Railways.

The Minister for Railways:
Then you are wrong,

The Minister for Lands: Are you speak-
ing from experience?

Mr. MARSHALL: No, from what I have
observed in the Press. When one gets o
rap over the knuckles and immediately
apologises and makes amends for what «ne
said at Bunbury the matter becomes plain.
I shall yefer to those points a little later.
The subtle way in which the members of
the present Government deiiberately tried
to impress upon the community that the
Government which preceded them had been
in office for a period of 14 years is wrong.
The Government that preceded the present
Government was in office for a period of
19 months. What was its experience? When
it took over early in Augnst, 1945, war, or
at least aetual shooting, ceased. As a mat-
ter of faet, it ceased on the 15th Auagust.
Has war actually ceased? There is war
2]l over the world today, although arms and

Do you?

>
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ammunition are not yet employed, This is
the new world order!

Let me remind members of the war pro-
paganda during World War II. We were
not deceived by it. We were not deceived
even by the Atlantic Charter. 1f the mem-
bers who raised this matter bave mentality
sufficient to enable them to go as far back
as World War I, they will remember that
the platform was kiecked from under Labour
speakers. Senator Don Cameron of Vie-
tonia bad to ron from the Esplanade to the
Weld Club to avoid a vicious atiack upon
him in a country where we are supposed to
enjoy free speech. He had tried to tell the
people the actual truth. Everything that
he and the late Edward McCallum and
other people bad to say on the Labour plat-
form materialised after the war stopped.
Evety one of their prognostications was
realised. We were noi deceived in the last
war, We knew the tactics too well to be
deceived. With al] our political differences,
T think it can be said that on only rare cc-
casions have we stooped to personalities.
Where if has bhappened the majority of
members of this Chamber have resented it,
and rightly so.

Mueh has been said about the propa-
ganda used during the last elections,
hoth State and Commonwealth. Propa-
ganda on the eve of an election might
be referred to as fair political criticism.
It is usnally put up in suech a way
that it wil win public confidenee without
stooping to personalities. Tvery public man
must be prepared for publie critieism; it
is part of his life. Such eriticism is pood
and wholesome because it keeps the public
men on their toes, They become watehful
of their every aetion. They know, when
they are being criticised, that the public
eye is upon them. However, there is a sharp
line of demarcation between eriticism and
abuse.

The Minister for Education: “Them’s my
sentiments 1”

Mr. MARSHALL: When abuse is ear-
ried to the extent that the abuser would
endeavour, by virtue of innuendocs, to rob
a public man of his good name, then it has
got beyond what can be tolerated. It is little
wonder that the public has some doubt about
the honesty of public men when propa-
ganda challenges their probity and refers
to them as intriguers and deceivers, It has
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then got to the stage where the individual
should be called to account. I have figured
in many politieal arguments, and I have
wilnessed quite a few. One of my friends
seabbed on me on one oceasion and got into
a brawi without me, and I resented it.

Hon. A. H. Panton: You were a bit
lighter then than yon are now.

Mr. MARSHALL: Yes. But never has
any member of this Chamber stooped to
such depth of degradation as to rob some
member here of his good name. Now we
look over yonder and see the aceuser and
the aceused. The guarantee against decep-
tion and intrigue is there.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Which one?

Mr. MARSHALL: Right over there, That
18 where those who are accused of intripue
and deception sit. It is strange to relate,
but a libellous statement was made on the
pablic platform and published in the Press.

The Chief Secretary: What is it? We
have not heard it yet.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Do not get exeited.

Mr. MARSHALL: Tt was said of the
Liberal Party and the Country and Demo-
cratic League. Their interests are hound up
in intrigne and deception, I have a copy
of the publication here, but it is not essen-
tial. A photo of the individual is there as

a gnarantee sgeinst these things. There was’

to be no more deception, no more intrizue
because that partienlar candidate was a
suarantee against those things whieh, ap-
parently, are inherent in party polities. Bul
we find a change. Seemingly this is a case
of Parliament at any price. No matter what
the sacrifice, he will mix with intriguers
and deceivers to get into Parliament.

I would like to know what the electors
of Middle Swan have to say about this
affiliation, It would be interesting to know
what they think of it, now that the public
life of this couniry is being controlled by
men who will belong to party polities, and
party polities is bazed on intrigue and de-
ception. These individuals are kept in their
responsible positions by the accuser who
has now decided to gbsorh inirigue and de-
veption for the sake of Parliamentary
honours. I do not mind it and, if members
have no regard for their good name, and
are prepared to put up with this, then that
is all right. But, Mr. Speaker, as you can-
not address the House, I will speak for
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you, and I will go so far as to speak for
the primary producers who are members of
the Country and Democratic League and
who are resident in the Middle Swan elector-
ate, I will also 'speak for the members of

the Liberal Party who reside in that
electorate.
Mr, Bovell: They have spoken,

Mr. MARSHALL: They spoke without
being conseious of what was happening.
It has not really struck home yet. Mem-
bers here who belong to the Country and
Democratic League should know of this be-
cause it is not an aceusation simply against
members of Parliament, but against the
Party, and every member of it. Well, there
are in my electorate members of the Country
and Demoeratic League and of the Liberal
Party. Those that I know are honourable
men, though they may not be predisposed
towards my polifies. But I take strong ex-
cepfion to their being accused of carrying
on intrigne and deeeption. But we have the
picture here now of the acenser and the
accused, They sit in beauty side by side;
suech is politics!

The Minister for Lands:
heauty on your bench,

Mr. MARSHALL: All that ¥ want now
is for the public Press to paint that picture
for the electors of Middie Swan and those
of the rest of the State, with or without
cobwebs!

Mr., Grayden: Now tell us how you got
the name of “Lavender Bill.” That would
be mueh more interesting!

You have all the

On motion by Mr. Graham, debate ad-
Jjourned.

House adjourned at 541 pm.

Tlegislative oameil.
Tuesday, 26th August, 1947.
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The DEPUTY PRESIDENT took the
Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.



